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LATROBE VALLEY PIELD PATURALIST CLUB 
PROGRAMME FOR 1985 


JAN 18th Members night..... Alpine Slides. 
(A week earlier due to holidays) 
JAN 25-28th Week-end at Bunnerong Lodge, Baw Baw, 


FEB 22nd Miss Wendy Glark...... Spiders. 
FEB 23rd Boat Trip... . from Port Welshpool. 


MAR 22nd Annual Meeting - Old Photos etc., 
Fermer members invited, general get together. 
M 23rd Repeat of first excursion held at Ten Mile 
Creek to see Fossils, also Arboretum. 


APR 26th Mr Gary Wallis....Geelogy of Wilson's Prom. 
AOR 2 Aria Excursion to the Promontory. 


MAY 24th Wie Sig Were coo qistsnoinit ikicss! 
MAY 25th Related excursion. 


JUNE 28th MR. ©. Bates...Single-celled plants and animals 
using microscopes. 
JUNE 29th Excursion to Brodribb Road Dam. 


JUL 26th Speaker on Fungi. 
JUL 27th Excursion to Glen Nayook and Taronga Falls. 


AUG oiileh Ss liies ily, AeRMSNeS Shyer. Ibkeretels) 
AUG 24th Excursion to Lake Reeve, Loch Sport area. 


SEPT 27th es Ws Wabi 
SEPT 28th Wildflower excursion. 


oc? 18-19th Native Flower Display in co-operation with 
lecal S.G.A.P. Group. (Our contribution to 
VICTORIA'S 150th ANNIVERSARY) 


oct 25th Mr Peter Turner......Grasses. 
OCT 26th Related excursion. 


NOV 22nd | Mr Stephen Henry......mammals. 
NOV 25rd Morwell National Park, afternoon barbecue tea, 
and night spot-lighting. 


DEC 14th Christmas break-up party at Mr and Mrs Ringin's 
property at Coalville. 


JAN 1986 Long week-end. Alpine area, Mount Tamboritha. 


We meet at the Moe Education Centre, Kirk Street, Moe on 
the 4th Friday of each month at 7.30.p.m. 
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COMING EVENTS. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Meeting: January 20th 1984 
Members Night. 
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LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday January 20th 1984 
liembers Night. 
Bring slides of interest. 


Excursion: Weekend campout at LIcola 
Traralgon High School premises. 


tetera ee tna earn meee ea ee eee 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL READERS. 
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CRINIGAN ROAD EXCURSION. ' October 1983 


The day started with light rain; but did not deter the 20 members 
and 5 visitors from Warragul who were present. they were rewarded with 
a fine display of orchids, lilies and other flowers. The rain continued 
on and off all day so Sun-orchids and Chocolate Lilies did not provide 
the display possible in a bright sunlight. 


Members were very enthusiastic at the size and deep colours of 
the many Greencomb Spider-orchids and the Waxlips in bloom. The Green- 
hoods tended to hide in the dull conditions under the shrubs; but Nodd- 
ing, Tall, Alpine, Blunt and ilaroonhoods were all identified. ° 
Perhaps the hardest orchids to see were the deep maroon colours of the 
HNayfly Orchids with their long sepals and petals. Other members of the 
same family, the Mosquito Orchids, were nearly all finished flowering. 
fhe Pink Fingers were so large that we had to check for the red stripes 
on their tongues to be sure of identification. The tall flowers of the 
yellow and brown Wallflower Diuris were easily located. Much care was 
taken to carefully open the sepals and petals of a pink Sun-orchid to 
determine that it had dentate lateral lohes to the column and therefore 
was the Salmon Sun-orchid. Leaves of Helmet Orchids and Autumn Bird-orc- 
hids were in profusion and some of the Helmet Orchid leaves made a del- 
ightful picture inside the stump of a tree. 
The bright blue flowers of the Blue Stars were everywhere and with 
the cream of the milkmaids made a lovely display. Amongst the pea flow- 
ers were Hop Bitter-pea, Showy Bossiaea, Creeping Bossiaea, Heath Parrot 
pea, Running POstman, Austral indigo, Glycine and Purple Coral-pea. 
The Love Creeper, which is not a true pea=flower as it hasonly 4 petals 
was climbing over shrubs in several areas. Other creepers included Comin_ 
on Appleberry, Clematis and the dodder-laurels. Mistletoes were not flo- 
wering but it was very interesting to find the Creeping Mistletoe on 
a Surgan plant and also on a Cherry Ballart. 


Two species of Sundews were Errienallam with its glabrous calyx 
and the Pale Sundew with its hairy calyx. The little Dwarf Riceflower 
was everywhere as were the Curling Everlastings. Other plants found 
but not in profusion were the little Ivy-leaf Violets, Bluebells, Bottle 
daisies, Candles, Nodding Blue-lilies and the Snow Daisy-bush. 


Maidenhair Fern was abundant in several areas and the Screw Fern and 
Rock Fern were also present. 


I have forgotten to mention the lovely tall pink Trigger flowers 
and the prolific Early Nancys with their separate male and female flow- 


oe oma completed my list for one day; but I am sure there mist have 
been other flowers I had forgotten to write on the list during the day. 


ilembers thanked Eric Lubcke for leading this very interesting 
excursion. 


Bon Thompson. 
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SS 
BOTANICAL ALPHABET. 


A is for Axil, where leaf joins the stem 
Flowers are axillary when springing from then. 


B is for bract,beneath flower or fruit 
Leaflike or scale-like, subtending the fruit. 


C can be connate,two parts joined as one 
As the sepals of greenhoods ; leaves of Dargo Gum. 


D is decurrent, a stalk or leaf blade 
Joined close to the stem so a small ridge is made. 


E is entire, smooth-edged you could say 
Like a gum leaf, not notched ~ a smooth line all the Way. 


F is for fasicle (bundle or cluster) 
Also for falcate(scythe -shaped would pass muster). 


G is geniculate ~ bent like a knee 
And if a leaf's glabrous no hairs can you see. 


Hi is for hyaline:delicate, thin 
And almost transparent (to tissue ~like ,kin). 


I is for imbricate, or you might say 
Overlapping- that word is as good any day.. 


J is for joint- as I'm sure that you know 
But few words start with J therefore this one must go. 


K is for keeled, and you surely will note | 
That it means, simply, ridged like the keel of a boat. 


L's linear, narrow like leaves of a grass 
With parallel edges- I think that would pass. 


M- mucronate, mucro, a point short- abrupt 
It need not be sharp, and it cannot be cupped. 


N is for node, and it refers to the point 
Where the leaf joins the stem(but its hardly a joint). 


0 is For. ob, before ovate or lanceolate, see 
its reversed- the broad end at the apex must be.. 


P , pedicel, stalk of one flower alone 
And peduncle the stalk of a cluster is known. 


Q - I can't think of one, so will have one more P 
Pinnate leaves are compound with paired leaflets you see. 


R- recurved, thats bent backward or downward and so 
Is reflexed, but more sharp than the bending will go. 


contd..pp # 
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BOTANICAL ALPHABET. 


S, saggitate(arrow shaped);scabrid is rough 
And serrate is saw-shaped- thats three- rather tough. 


T for terete, that is rush shaped- or nearly 
In cylindrical leaves you can see it quite clearly. 


U-umbel, a cluster where every stalk rises 
From the very same point and an umbel comprises. 


V- verticillate, a whorl or a ring 
While W,whorl means the very same thing. 


X- xyrophytic- resistant to drought 
No Y that I know of so Z takes us out. 


With Z- zygomorphic (of flowers) and means 
Not equal(like daisies) but unequal (Like beans). 


Jean Galbraith. 


QUEENSLAND DIARY. 


29th July 1983. 
Arshort distance from the Cunnanulla- Quilpie mosdes near Keriot 


Opal field, we sited a dozen shrubs. they were all in flower with pihk 
bells rising from a cream floral calyx, and narrow grey-green leaves 
covering the 1.8-2 metre shrub, very pretty, delicately pink, grey and 

cream colours blending. A search in Jean's book and we found it was 


Eremophila oppositifolia, Twin-leaf Emu Bush. We think it is, according 
to her apt description. 


30th July . 

‘Moll has just walked in this morning youl a giant spray of Hop 
Bush, with huge pink papery 3 winged fruits, VERY, colorful. 

the hop bush leaf page of illustrations in Jean's book is so useful, 

we think it is Dodonea viscosa. Very colorful here also is Dodonea bor- 


onifolia but nothing Tike the colorful 100's of plants which are rich 
A ae Eee 
crimson here this year. Emu Bush 


Eremophila crassifolia is very showy 
in thick groups of shrubs here. flowers very plentiful everywhere this 
year. 


Kth Aarne | 

1s morning we went on a walk along a creek bed, still moist © 
from the rain, but no water, and under the Gidgee Gidgee wattles and 
Brigilow, | both in flower we observed a family of wrens. the male jewe- 
Lled in all shades of blue, we think they were Splendid Wrens. 
Then we sites 3 grey parrots with soft blue on wing and a pink flush 
of front feathers. It made us recognize Bourke Parrots. We stayed to 
have a good look at the lovely little parrots. Then a small quail with 
pink feet ran out near our feet, and we saw a glimpse of its marvellous 
Cane nareee stripes and speckles "for a second before it disappeared . 

We think it was a button quail. that is 84 on our list . 


Frances Gladstone 
from a letter to May Galbraith. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (4) ISSUE No 241 JANUARY 1984 


PROPAGATING OF NATIVE PLANTS. 


Talk by Mr W.Cane 28/10/83 


Mr Cane told us that there are many diverse ways in which it is 
possible to propagate native plants, but is possible to improvise. 
Seeds, some of which have to be burnt before they are able to germinate, 
are put in a container filled with sand. He showed various eucalypts 
and sheoaks about 2-3 centimetres high. At this stage they are put in 
containers separately. Very small seeds are usually “mixed with wood- 
ash or fine sand, and the strongest are kept. Some seeds are just left 
on top of the soil, e.g. Hakea. 


On cuttings, Mr Cane told us that green wood usually sets roots 
fairly quickly, between 10-14 days as a rule. 
A cutting taken from older wood may take months to set roots, if at all. 
It is essential that there are leaves on a cutting, the only exceptions 
ave hibiscus and kangaroo apple. A clean short cut is also desirable 
to prevent rot. Confined humidity, the age of the plant from’ which the 
cutting is taken(the younger the better) and temperature are alla 
contributing factor to a satisfactory strike of the cutting. See 


A hormone treatment is often used to speed up the forming of roots. - 
A cutting tkken from a young tree has a much higher percentage of Gere 
iking, about 50 3, compared to only 5% from older trees. 3% 


Grafting has to be done on wood that is at least the fntsineds 
of a finger. Many graftings on a different species are not known to be 
successful until after ten years or more. 

Growing plants from tissue is prohibitive as far as costs go -and also 
one needs a sound knowledge of the subject as the different chemicals 
which are used makes it rather difficult . These chemicals promote 
growth of roots and leaves..Cuttings are best taken in the warmer 
months, when the newly formed wood is reasonably soft. 


-My Cane-asked members who had any questions on the subject to 
put them forward and he would endeavour to answer then. of 
Some meibers who had problems with striking certain cuttings were told 
by the speaker what they had done wrong and are Ceasiissbeny going to. be 
more successful in the future. 


The President lir Wlall thanked llr Cane for his interesting tats 
and presented him with a eokens of our appreciation. » 


Fred Put. 
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DIVERSE AND CURIOUS FLORA OF AUSTRALIA. 25/11/83 
A CSIRO film made in conjunction with the Academy of Science. 


Our thanks to Mr Wall for showing us this beautiful and informat 
ive film, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all present. 


When sir Joseph Banks, the botanist who accompanied Captain Cook 
on the first landing in Australia,saw our unique flora he was enthralled 
by it. It was Sir Joseph who influenced Captain Cook to re-name their 
landing place Botany Bay. ; 

We were shown some beautiful examples of plants in this area. 
Danksias(named for Sir Joseph) Waratahs, Grevilleas, woody Pear, Wax 
Plant, Boronias, Flannel flower(which it was interesting to hear is a 
relative of Carrots and Celery). then we moved on to various heaths, 
Grass-trees or Blackboys, Goodenias and Casuarina. 


The general name of ‘Gums" was given by Banks because of the gum 
which is exuded by many eucalypts. It is also beleived that "TeaTree" 
got its name as Captain Cook's sailors were supposed: to have made tea. 
from the leaves. ; 

After many more excellent examples of different species we moved 
to West Australia. The areas shown included King George Sound,Albany, | 
the Barrens where more Banksias, Hakeas lMyrtles etc were seen. Some wax 
flowers were shown which are found no-where else in Australia. 

Vie then saw the Stirling Rangeswhere 75-80% of plants are endemic to 
the region as it is cut off from the rest of Australia. Kangaroo Paw 
and Lechenaultias were of course included. 


' To further illustrate the diverse nature of our flora we were 
shown the bush where plants have adapted to the poor soil conditions- 
the rain forests with their abundant vegetation- the mangrove swamps. 
Vie then moved inland where vegetation was sparser until the only trees 
growing to any size wer along waterways. Mulga and Salt Bush took over 
gradually deteriorating to deserts. We are saved from a Sahara like 


landscape, however by the grasses such as spinifex which luckily was 
not acceptable to grazing animals. 


In Tasmania, which was once joined to the mainland, plants are 
found which are now extinct here. These were Huon, King BIlly and Pencil 
Pine(which are actually related to the Redwoods of California). 

The Beeches found inTasmania are also found in New Zealand, South Amer- 
ica and Antarctica , giving strength to the theory that the continents 
were once joined. 

Our final destination was the Mount Kosciusko area where we saw 
some magnificent seenery and unique alpine plants. 

What a great ending to an evening of enchanting flora. Truly a beautiful 
Australia. 


Mesdames J.Burns B.Mathews. 
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WILSON'S PROM EXCURSION. 


Sixteen members and the Ranger Peter Lhomas and family , all set 
off from Tidal River for a full day excursion to Cotters Lake. 


It was a reasonable walk along a causeway to the beach. Many plants 
that live in or around swamps were identified, including the lovely 
yellow Erect Marsh-flower and the slender speedwell, Onion Orchids, Bed- 
straws and other little beauties. Peter whistled up Striated field Wrens 
which obligingly sat on the top of the bushes so we could have a very 
sood look at them. Growing on the sand-dunes were the Purple Senecio 
introduced from south Africa but hat a bright magenta colour and approp- 
riately named Senecio elegans. The Coast Stackhousia or Candles had 
fleshy leaves to compensate for the salty conditions. After climbing up 
a steep tongue of rock we were greeted by a sand-dune blowout with an 
Aboriginal midden in the middle. On the side of the blowout the sand 
was unmarked except for the semi-circles drawn on the sand by the leavea 
of the Hairy spinifex. 


We spent some time on the beach discovering the. treasures on the 
tide line. These included the egg sacs of the squid which looked like 
a group of white thin sausages; many examples of cuttlefish shell, lots 
of wood and other articles tossed up in the recent rough weather. 


In the sand on the dunes were banks of grey whitch it was thought 
were decomposed vegetation which was covered with sand in past eras. 
There was also a band of peat on the shoreline which it is thought was 
once a swamp area. 


On the return trip we stopped to watch children catching tadpoles 
and by chance saw a big tiger Leech attach itself to a tadpole and fin- 
ally immobilise the tadpole. We were told these leeches dont attack 
humans but we were not prepared to put the theory to the test. 
Also observed were the Common Buttercups in full glory and beautiful 
clumps of the purple Coast Swainson-pea with one plant that produced 
pure white flowers. 


To finish off the day after a late lunch we travelled to, Stock- 
yard Camp and walked to see the pioneer graves in the graveyard of what 
was originally Yanakie Station. 


Bon Thompson. 


There is no Committee Meeting Report for December but the next meeting 
will be held at the Thompsons Downies Lane Traralgon South onl/Ednesday — 
January 18th at 7.30pm. 
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Details of contrtibuti Clubs are as foltous: 


CLUB. HOW. SECRETARY. MEETIUGS . 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. ilps I.Peterson 7.30~n. on 4th Friday 
14 Barry Street, each month , at 
Morwell 3840 Regional Edueatton 
"phone 3421 29 Centre, Kirk St.HuOE 

SALE F.i.C. . iin iia clean. 8.00pm on 1st Frtday 
P.0.Box 302 each iiontn, room 138 
SALE 3850 Continuing Educatton 
'phones582 38 Centre, Raymond Street 

SALE 
TRARALGOIUF. H.C. 8.00pm.on 1st Friday 


each month, at L.V. 
Edueatton Building 
Kosetusko St.School. 
TRARALGON 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. lin J.Brooks 
OTT aes hos cee 3 Nobel Streeé 
WARRAGUL 3820 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday | 
each month. 
Publte Ltbrary. 


"phone 231563 WARRAGUL 
BAIRNSDALE F.i.C. lir E.V.Barton 8.00pm eu 3rd Friday 
13 Turnbull Street each month. 
BAIRNSDALE 3875 C.W.A.Hall 
2 "phone 523792 BAIRUSDALE 
SUPSCRIPTIONS. 
Due liArch 1st, Paya He to Hon Treasurer Ips A.Stevart 
7 IP Ob sitenG IB) 
VEWBOROUGH 3825 
HATURALIST $6.00 PAMILY $8.00 STIGLE MEMPBERSS7. 00 


LATROBE VALLEY i/ATURALIST is the offiectal publicatton of the 
Latrobe Valley Field flaturalist Club. 
Contributtons on any aspect of ilatural iIstory are tnvited froin 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUDS. and should be addressed to 
Hon Edttor. Mrs L. Pad field 
29 Chanbertlatn Rd. 
HEWBOROUGH 3825 
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COMING EVENTS. 

WARRAGUL F.N.C. | 


Meeting: Priday February 17th 
Annual Meeting 


Members please note change of meeting place to 
116 Sutton Street Warragul. 


LABROBE VALLEY F.N. Co 


Meeting: Be Friday February 24th 
Speakers = = lip Graham Pizzey = 

pee “Dirds and environs of Coolart" 
Excursion: Saturday Fenruary 25th to Coolart 


Meeting PLace: 3 Coolart at 10.30 am. 


- PRARALGON ate Cc. an os at 
"Meeting: “2 a alates Peiday March 2nd 
Seen aoe Touring in the Himalayas 
pe ea with Judy Durr 
EXCURS2 Ole eee ae ot een Sunday March 4th to Stony Creek 
pee te een ae March a0. Saas at the Horse. Yards 
. ata: tees (North east of LIcola on 1 MOroka River) 


Traralgon cia Meets ahs ‘Educational Service Centre, 
; Catterick Crescent > ‘noanalgon. 


2S Day Annual get-together fareh 10-12 igsu. 
Host Club - Creswick. 
An interesting program has Saar Suabenen = Sir 
Adequate camping ground facilities. F.N.C.V.Bus going fron 

of iiguibelsonnes. COREA Marie peeende’ for details. — aes 


5 coolant is on the Hornington Peninsula. Allow 2e21/2 hours travel 


From L. B. travel ‘through Tooradin.Hastings towards Bittern and 
- Coolart road crosses Dromana Bittern road. SHEL Boge is Set % 
on most tape oo Hove. eS He. oe ae vice 
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BOAT TRIP TO CHINAMAN'S BAY. 


Shortly before Christmas our conservation Society arranged a boat 
trip across to Wilson’s Promontory from Port Franklin. It had been post 
poned from an earlier date on account of bad weather. The Margarita 
Could only accomodate 18 persons and looked very modest in comparison 
to those vessels that sail out of Ports Welshpool and Albert, of happy 
Memory. It was a two hour trip following the windings of the channel 
across corner INlet. 


Coming abrc-.3st of the most northerly point of the Prom. we cruise 
Close to steep hillsides that fell sheer into the sea. 
& series of enchanting small coves now opened before us, each a half 
moon of sandy beach enclosed by rocky headlands. All eyes searched the 
Scrub-covered hillsides, so exposed and windblown that in places the 
tea tree brush seemed to be lying horizontally. Few eucalypts were vis~ 
1ble except as a fringe along the high ridges, but patches of saw banke- 
Sila and sheoak stood out, with here and there a smudge of a grey-foli- 
“Sedwattle. In Tin MIne Cove a creeklet reaches the beach, and beyond, 
Where its valley widened we caught glimpses of dark glossy trees, prob- 
ably messmates. No doubt this part of the Prom. like all the rest, was 
thoroughly burnt in ® the good old days." 


In the 1920's cassiterite or tinstone was mined there. Tin is usu 
@lly associated with granite. At the time due to world shortage, it was 
Said to be worth 370 pounds per ton. A company was formed, shares iss- 
ued, and a township, to be named Seaforth, was planned at Chinaman's 
Beach, Pumps were installed at sea level(the engine bases may be seen 
On the rocks today) and the water pumped 600 feet up the side of Mt 
unten through a nine-inch woodenp pipeline. It was sluiced downwards 
©N a 300 foot face to expose the lumps of tinstone. Trials showed 8 
Pounds to tin to the cubic yard and shares rose from five shillings to 
Pounds. The project worked well for two or three years till one of 
the engines blew up. The tin was running out and the mine closed down. 


The contract called for restoration of the site and some poor attempt 
Was made with branches and dirt but time and nature seem to have healed 
the sears. 


Our destination was Chinaman’s Long Beach, a strip of yellow sand 
Stretching away in a gentle curve in the direction of Miller's Landing. 
Several landings, part of the National Park, stood out in the inlet. 

he dingy ferried us to the beach. 


Here we had left the hills and behind the beach w wide flat coas- 
tal Plain began. A wheeltrack led in;and through a woodland of saw bank 
Sia and grasstree with kindred shrubbery. Keen eyes picked out a late 
‘lower or two and a couple of orchids. The track skirted a wide depre-~ 
SSion, a winter swamp now dried out. It had been a mass of pink swamp 
“Neath but the flowers were done. Botanist Cliff Beauglehole had been 
visiting the district again and had directed me to search for a small 
rintbush, Prostanthera decussata, reported from the area, but not know- 
“ng the precise locality or preferred habitat I had no luck. 
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. THE CHANNEL COUNTRY EXCURSION. 


Travelling along to our meeting place in Heyfield we came through 
very lush country with the grass in such good condition one could 
almost see it growing. The White Cockatoos were not slow to take advan- 
tage of the good season either. ‘rte 


We met up with Mr Cane and the other cars and started on our way. 
We stopped within minutes to admire a planted Eucalypt.The white, 
slender tree was in flower, with large pink and white flowers with 
tips of gold. This most attractive tree Euc.caesia grows readily in the 
area but originates from West Australia. WE travelled towards Newry, 
through Ironbark country, and the many flowers were like a garden 
These were Chocolate Lilies, Early Nancy, baby Yellow Buttons and Rice- 
flower. The lovely homesteads with their post and rail fences showed 
the area had been settled long ago. The lush grass proved they had 
chosen a good area to settle . 


We stopped to admire a special plant Eriostemon trachyphyllus 

and noticed several tiger orchids Diuris sulphurea, some sun orc ids 
fhelymitra ixioides. We were going to the Channel Country, the road 
was rough, but no one minded,: this only added to the excitement of the 
day !!The-area is called the Channel country because over many thous- 
ands of years the Avon River has gouged three narrow channels through 
the area, this makes the water rush through, especially in flood times, 
Elsewhere the river is quite placid, flowing on to Stratford where the 
long bridge on the Princes Highway crosses it, but by then it is not 


much more than a trickle. Only in flood time does it show its true m 


might.It is quite likely that in the future the Avon river could be 


dammed in the Channel Caunury. o 


We had lunch at a lovely picnic spot and then went for a walk 
along the river bank to see one of the famous channels. Climbing rocks 
etc. we noted the debris high in the trees, put there by recent floods, 
There wer many seedlings of as un-named Callistemon growing, some in 
the river, proving the point Mr Cane made the evening before that river 
sand was good for seedlings.Rockferns were growing in. the crevasses. 
Casuarinas, Correa reflexa(the green flowering variety), Golden Grev- 
illea were ali growing quite close to the water. A surprise find by 


| Mary Huxley was a lovely stand of the Ruddyhood Orchid Pterostylis rufa 


which we'll never forget!!! sf 26 

We came back via a higher level track which held more treasures and 
holds even more now as Val Larson lost her new gold watch. a 
This track was much easier to walk along and we could more readily 
see and appreciate the flowers that were so lovely and seemed so big 
and bright.Plenty of orchids, Tiger Diuris sulphurea. Onion Orchid, 
Microtis sp. Waxlip Glossodia major. Lovely "Natural Gardens" wivh a 
variety of flowers were everywhere. Meanwhile the Birdos clocked up a 
total of 20 birds . | 


contd...pP 3 
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THE CHANNEL COUNTRY EXCURSION. contd... 


We returned via Dawson to see the sight of a Lifetime. Where the. 
old railway station had been there was a carpet of purple double tails. 
Diuris punctata, hundreds of plants, all with 2-4 flowers on each stalk 
SPowing so closely together that it was a “sea” of purple. 

These orchids are comparitevly rare so to see so many flowering at one 
time and in one place was wonderful. I understand there were hardly any 
last year, but the breaking of the drought and the follow up rains 
&@ccounted for this outstanding display. It was a fantastic sight and 
One not likely to be repeated unless steps are taken to preserve the 
nae Cattle were grazing in the vicinity on that day. Our Club and 
Monash University are presenting evidence in order to preserve the area. 
Tt would be a pity to los€ such an area to wandering cows!!! 


It had been a perfect day, full of interest and excitement. 
The country looking its best and a leader who knew just about every ; 
Plant that grows in the area. Then the display of those beautiful Diuris 


& perfect day indeed. 
; Irid Peterson. 
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BOAT TRIP TO CHINAMAN'S BAY contd... 


leanwhile the fast walkers had disappeared in the direction of 3 Mile 
“Cach on the far side of the Prom. The sun was hot and some members had 
contented themselves with sun-baking or swimming on the beach. 


_ Some different vegetation was found among the huge granite bould- 
Svs of the headland. Here the Crimson Berry, Cyathodes, flourished, one 
bush Still laden with fruit, although we usually look for this in autumn. 

A company with it grew the shrubby velvet-bush, Lasiopetalum macrophy- 
Llum, a relative of the better known Thomasia. It seemed the ideal locat- 
ton for the leathery Shore spleenwort fern, but none was seen. 


Embarked again, and waiting on the tide, the swimmers and divers 
had a great time out in the deeper water. Our skipper pointed out a 
Leopard seal beached in one of the coves, so a boatload of gallant trip- 
Pers, clutching cameras, set off to see why it was lying there alone. 
The watchers on the water were amused to see the seal come alive suddenly 
end chase the would-be rescuers/photographers along the beach. 
he gaping jaws and gnashing teeth looked most impressive and we should 
See some good action pictures later. 


Chugging homewards via the zig zag channels the good ship Lolly- 
POp gave us a final thrill by getting stuck.on a mudbank for twenty 
Ninutes or so to the amazement of the water birds and waders getting 
their tea on the mud flats. And, let me add, to the delight of the sand~ 
tlies that took full advantage of the situation. But, apart from a few 
Sunburnt noses, we all voted it a most enjoyable day. 


Ellen Lyndon. 


1 T 
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f f REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JANUARY 1sth 1984. 


The Supper Roster is being compiled..We would appreciate assistance 
with help for supper roster. ee 


| Final arrangements made for campout discussed. 


February meeting. Graham Pizzey will speak. Excursion to Goolart. 


Treasurer reported a balance of $342.00. Several accounts presented: fon 
| Payment reduced the balance considerably. We will be able to contain 


costs until the Annual ifeeting. 

There will be NO INCREASE in the Naturalist Subscriptions. 
There will be an INCREASE IN MEMBERS SUBSCRIPTIONS as. Follows. 
Single iiember $8. 60 Family $10. 00 


Lore Wrappers to be ordered for posting Naturalist. 
Letter to be written to C.C.V. re Bunyip State Park. This was on the 


request of lir J.Brooks. 


le ete 


| Letter from Traralgon City Council re Red Cross Calling. Young Citizen 


Award and Citizens Award. 


Linistry of Planning Report of Projects and Proposals received. 


Newsletter from australian Environment Council received. 


j Syiailiaearsione received. WETA (NZ) Clematis. Environment victoria. 


Victorian Naturalist. Geelong Naturalist. 
Details of v. F.N.C.A. weekend at Creswick received. (March 10-12) 


| There was much discussion re the following committee meetings and we 

' wonder how to interest more of the general members in the gem of 

' the Club. The present office bearers cannot go on for ever: 

| Is/the someone interested in some of the offices which ee become vacant 


at the Annual Meeting. 


| Conservation Co-drdinator. Sale Council have replied to letter re the 
| area at Longford requested to be reserved.(Cemetry Site) 


L.V.Forum to have discussions re the Conservation. of Trees and Native 


| Vegetation in the L.V. 


| Supper Roster February 24th. , P.Reeves,, P.Wall. 
| The next Committee lieeting will be held on Wednesday 22nd February at 
) the home of Mrs BSECESOnS 14 Barry Street Morwell at 7.30 pm. 


ANNUAL MEETING. The following positions are to be filled 

| Vice President No 1. Held by O.Thompson elected 1971 2 year term 
| Vice President No 2. lHield by E.Lubcke elected 1974 2 year term 
| Vice President No 3. Held by P.Smethurst eres 1973 1 year term 
| Publicity Officer is a vacant position 


It is with sadness that we report the death of our club member 


| Mr E. (Ted JiicElroy on Saturday February 11th. 


Our Sympathy is extended to Mrs iicElroy and family at this time. 
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INDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 1983 Nos.229 - 240 
ANTMALS ae io 
Flying Fox in Leaongatha E. Lyndon 229 Jan 
Koala in Holey Plains State Park P.Wall ‘240 Dec 
iystery of the Ringtails A.Ringin © 234 June 
Notes from Weipa ' A.Morton 235 July 
BIRDS : 
ee | Ses 
B.0.C.Camp-at Cape Liptrap = — E. Lyndon 235 July 
Bird notes from Weipa A.Morton 233 May 
Bird WAtching -Talk by Mrs JOy Johnstone B.Thompson 240 Dec 
Birdang along the snowy river J.Johnstone 230 Feb 
Bittern H.Crane 230 Feb 
King PArrots are back in Moe A.Ringin 235 July 
hake Gutheridge Notes es - E.Lyndon = 232 ~Apr 
“1stletoe Birds. . B.Thompson 233 May 
The Storks Disappear . B.Sterkenburg230 Feb 
Alpine Flowers. - . B.Thompson 240 Dec 
Chinaman's Scrub- Cassinia arcuata E. Lyndon 9237 Sept 
Slowens of South-West Australia~ Talk by eye 
Nancy Brooks 23.3.83 I.Peterson 233.liay 
‘Golden dodder -Cuscuta..tasmanica E. Lyndon / 6239. Nov 
Latrobe Valley eucalyptS ——> R.Auchterlonie 235 July 
att a ii Wes fs 236Aug 
ih it u i 3 237 Sept 

Letter from Beechworth M.Galbraith 231 Mar 
Mistletoes -Talk by Dr.D.lN,Calder 22.4.83 I.McDonald - 234 June 
Nature Notes .  B.thompson 239 NOv 
‘lote from Weipa Sed ‘A.MOrton 232 Apr 
Queensland Notes hy F.Gladstone 229 Jan 
Wishful thinking- Casuarina or Cherry Ballart E.Lyndon 234 June 
Baw BAw Weekend. January 1982 E. Lyndon 231 Mar 
Blue Rock Dam 22.7.83 Led hy T.WEssington B.Adams 238 Oct 
Boola Boola Forest 23.4.83 Led Dr.Calder I.Peterson ' 235 July 
Crinigan Road 27.8.83 Led by E.Lubcke D.Wilbraham 239 Nov 
Geology §Marine Life near Inverloch 27.11.82 

2 Led by Mr and Mrs Rowe B. Thompson 230 Feb 
Sippsland Lakes 24.9.83 Led by J.Johnstone J.Lubcke 240 Dec 
Holey.Plains state Park 25.9.83 Led P.Lawrence V.Larson 223 Jan 


mertiman's Creek 26.3.83 led by 
Paralgon Historical society P. Reeves 233 May 
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InDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 1963 Nos 229-240 
EXCURSIONS contd. . 

ilount Speed Quarry 28.5.83 led J.Dristing J.Merson 236 Aug 


Mount worth 25/6/83 led hy J.éWN. Brooks I.Peterson 236 Aug 
J.Purbrick 237 Sept 
Thomson Dam 27.8.83 2 B.thompson 234 June 
Urban bangscapan ng Led by Hr Ryan D.Wilbraham 239 Nov 
FUNGI 
Pinheads J.Galbraith 234 June 
GENERAL 
Blue Rock Dam= Talk by T.Wessington 22.7.83 B.Adams 238 Oct 
Christmas liessage J.Wall 240 Dec 
Financial Statement1982/83 A.Stewart 232 Apr 
Members Night I.Peterson 231 Mar 
National Parks ofAmerica-quotation P.Wall 230 Feb 
November Films J, Brown 229 Jan 
President's Report 1982/83 J.Wall 232 Apr 
Roads and Landscape-Quote from Roadside 
Conservation Committee 23S Nov 
Urban Landscaping-talk by iir Ryan 26, 8.83 D.Wilbraham 238 Oct 
Wilson's Promontory M.HUxley 240 Dec 
INSECTS | | : 
About ants E.Lyndon 231 Mar 
Butterflies E. Lyndon 237 Sept 
Talk by Charles McCubbin P.Wall 232 Apr 
Stingless Bees B.Sterkenburg 231 Mar 


HARINE BIOLOGY 


Rock-Pooling Around the Bunurong Book RIE Lyndon 230 Feb 

Seashore Environment Films J. Brown 229 Jan 

Vilson's Promontory J.Galbraith 229 Jan 
OBITUARY 

Norm Simpson 232 Apr 
REPTILES 


Snakes Do CLimb trees P.liall 229 Jan 
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Details of contrtbutt Clubs are as follows: 


CLUB. HOW. SECRETARY. LEETIUGS » 

LATROBE VALLEY F.U.C. lips I.,Peterson 7.30~n. on 4th Friday 
14 Barry Street, each month , at 
Horwelt 3840 Regtonal Edueatton 
‘phone 342129 Centre, Kirk St.MOE 

SALE F.i.C. itp Ha clean. 8.00pin on 1st Friday 
P.0.Box 3502 each ionth, room 13 
SALE 3850 Continuing Educatton 
‘phone 458238 Centre, Raymond Street 

SALE 
TRARALGOIF.N.C. 8.00pm.on 1st Friday 


each month, at L.YV. 
Educatton Building 
fosetusko St. School. 


TRARALGOI 
WARRAGUL F.1.C. Mr J.Brooks 8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
3 Nobet Streeé each month. 
WARRAGUL 3820 Public Ltbrary. 
‘phone 231563 VARRAGUL 
BAIRNSDALE F.i.C. ifr E.V.Barton 8.00pm on srd Friday 


13 Turnbull Street each month. 
BAIRUSDALLE 3875 C.F.A.Hatl 


‘phone 523792 BAIRNSDALE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. . 
Due ifArch 1st, PayaHe to Hon Treasurer Irs A.Stevart 
: P.0.Box 169 
. WEWBOROUGH 3825 
HATURALIST $6.00 FAMILY $8.00 STIGLE MEMBERS$7.00 


LATROBE VALLEY JATURALIST ts the offtctal publication of the 
Latrobe Vatley Field waturalist Club. aes 
Contribitions on any aspeet of Vatural PIstory are invited froin 
EMBERS OF ALL CLUBS. and should be adressed to 
Hon Edttor. irs L.Pad field 
99 Chanberlatn Rd. 
HEWBOROUGH 3825 


ec enna 


Bory 
Bei) 
eeieig 
Oo w 
23 
= 2° 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


ISSUE No 243 MARCH 1984 


COMING EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.N. C. 
Meeting: Z 


" EXCURSTOW 
Meeting pisces for neet ings 


Friday March 16th — 


Mr and Mrs Allison 
— "Gooney Bird"Travelogue Top end of 


Australia. 


PEL contact Secretary for details. 
_ 116 Sutton Street Warragul 


eerie, = 
Speaker 


‘Excursion. 
Seeing race 


ae rae 2a0d, Annualtfeating 


Film "Creatures of the Dark” 


‘Saturday March 24th to Walkenville | 
‘Heeniyan Hall in main Srreete ae 
ee ee ue ee ae 


“Special 1 Excursion to ) 100k for trees on ane sees 


Meeting | Place Ses 


Sunday March 18th. _ E 
_ Traralgon ba beety: Be a nly am. ; 
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THANKYOU TED McELROY.- 


Our Club has lost a Foundation Member, who was in one sense 
the foundation member because the seed of what later became the Latrobe 
Valley F.N.C. was planted by him when he was treasurer of the Morwell 
Horticultural Society. He and Graham Marshall who later became our 
first President, planned a wildflower show(and an excellent one it was) 
baa to interest people in natural history, and particularly native 
owers. wren : 


So many people were interested that the result of bringing them 
together was a meeting to form a Field Naturalists Club. Mr and Mrs 
McElroy were at that meeting and from the formation of the club warmly 
supported it; ifr McElroy becoming the first treasurer. He remained our 
treasurer for years, until failing health made retirement necessary. 
During all those years, and the years that followed, lirs McElroy shared 
his interest and showed it in hospitality to visitors and in other ways 
including doing her full share of inviting members to her home for 
committee meetings, and helping with supper after general meetings. 


It was in recognition of all this that lir HeElroy was made 
Honorary Life Nember of L.V.F.N.C. in August 1976. 


We are all poorer for the loss of Ted licElroy's company and 
cheerful smile and willing support of club projects, and our deepest 
sympathy goes to lirs licklroy and their daughter. We are grateful that 
she is still with us, sharing our interests and plans. 7 


Oi 
FREEDOM. by Maisie Byrne. 


Qur lives are bound by convention 

We live by a set of rules 

Tf we break away from . tradition 

Our neighbours think us fools 

This applies not only to people 

But more to a plant :6r -tree 
Their shape and size and appearance . 

Is inlierent, and has to be 

A cabbage must grow like a cabbage 

Tt can have no mind of its own 

The shape of a Native-Cherry tree 

Must resemble a rounded cone .. ; 
Above ground they all bow to convention 
And keep to a certain plan 

But beneath the earth they have freedom 
To grow any way they can. é 


lips Vinnell met the author of the above poer while in holiday in Lakes 
Entrance. She had her own Art and Craft Show there. Apparently she 
makes many articles of clothing etc from natural materials. 


lips Byrne is also a member of B.0.C. A very interesting lady. 
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TOPPLING TREES. 
ee 


When you travel in a westerly direction along Waterloo road, 
you will see on your right a lovely section of bush, nothing unusual, 
or special, yet I never fail to either slow down or stop to have a look 
at this patch. There are some lovely trees, but some are leaning over 
quite a lot. Underneath there is some undergrowth of small bushes,ferns 
and a number of small shade loving piants using the shelter of the trees. 


After every storm I go there. so far the trees have stood up well 
to the buffetting winds, but one day, perhaps this year, perhaps in 
ten inevitably some of the trees will topple and the wind from the flat 
surrounding country will attack the smaller plants so that eventually 
ail will be gone. - 


iiany times I have wondered what T would do if it was my bush. 
Would I put a fence around it? It would certainly keep the cattle out, 
but no, I have a better idea. T would plant young trees inbetween the 
old ones. The older trees, after sheltering the strong growing young 
trees could be removed to enable those young trees to grot tall. 
In this way, “my bush" would gradually be rejuvenated, and in 5 or 10 
years will still be there, stronger than ever. 


Still it is not my bush, perhaps the owner wants to let his cattle 
graze there, is more interested in his livelihood than in the beauty. 
Yet this place still haunts me because this beautiful group of trees 
reminds me so much of our own club. 
ere we have a group of hard working people, all aiming to pretect and 
enjoy nature, so that futute generations may also gain the same pleasure. 
I feel though, that we are, like this lovely group of trees, getting on 
in years. Several of us, including myself, are like the leaning trees, 
perhaps to be blown over one day without having made sufficient room 
for the young to grow up. 

Why not invite some of the younger members of the Club to Denes 
firstly assistants to the members of the committee. In this way they - 
will grow up sheltered from storms, and be ready to take the places of 
older members when they step down. Many other Clubs have this problen, 
but if we want to keep our younger members interested in our past, 
present and future work we should act soon, act now. Perhaps the young 
will change course, but that is part, of the rejuvenating process. 


. - Bart Sterkenburg. 
The above article was printed in Issue 179. November 1978. Ra erat! 
The sentiments expressed then still hold today as we still have the 
same office bearers. 
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i ANNUAL MEETING. 


The Annual Meeting and election of office bearers will take 

place on Friday March 24th 1984. “ 
Offices that will become vacant in March are. 

Vice President Nol. Held bg Mr O.Thompson who was first elected in- 


1971. 
Vice President No2. Held by Mr E.Lubeke who was first elected in 
| 1984. 
Vice President No3. Held by Mr Smethurst who was first elected in 
1982 


This position is for one year only as Mr smethurst will not be available 
for election. 


Secretary Held by Mrs Iris Peterson who was first elected in 
1973 


Publicity Officer still vacant Mrs Wall is doing the job as a 
favour. 


Is there anyone willing to hold office for a term? 

You will be among friends, have lots of fun as well as doing something 
worthwhile for this and following generations. 

We always work as a team, taking the responsibility of decisions made 
and sharing the work between us. Please give it some thought. 


A motion is proposed to be moved at the Annual Meeting re the Club 
Subscriptions. An increase of $1.00 for Single member 
$2.00 for family member 
No increase in Naturalist Subscriptions. 
Naturalist will be $6.00 Family $10.00 Single $8.00 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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SPOTLIGHTING IN THE MORWELL NATIONAL PARK. 
ee RE ERO FARA 


_ All day the weather had been hot and humid, a thunder storm 
brewing sO I wondered how our barbeque téa would be. However I need not 
Nave worried as it turned out to be a perfect summer evening. 


The Park Ranger Jim Cattawall and helpers lit the fires while we 
sat and talked, admiring a little possum that Jim's wife had rescued 
from a cat earlier that day.It was estimated to be several months old, 


but still tiny and snuggled up in a woollen sock, inside a woollen hat 
and all placed in a leather bag. It seemed to be quite happy and with 


loving care should survive. 


After a leisurely tea and at about. 9.00pm. Jim said it was a per- 


fect night for spotlighting, dark, no wind and no moon.We set off with 


Jim explaining that the iorwell National Park was rich in animal life, 
that a koala was nearly always to be seen sitting in a tree overlooking 


the carpark and the said koala chose that very moment to proclaim his 
territorial rights to other koalas in the park. Ranger Jim had quite a 


job making himself heard over that noise!!! 


We strolled along with Jim shining his powerful torch on areas 
of interest, explaining that the tall trees, some well over 12 metres 
were ideal homes for possums as they had hollow branches and were like 
apartment houses. Greater Gliders liked the top storey as it had height, 
gave a good view and preferred a cleared area around the tree for a food! 
glide. The lower storeys were taken up by the brushtails and ringtail 
possums.These possums don't glide, and eat leaves, buds and native 
fruits of the not so tall trees and shrubs. So the whole housing ayran- 
gements suits all parties. 


A storm during the previous week had broken many branches off 
trees. This was both good and bad for the park. Good as it would provide 
more homes for the animals, and bad because the trees can't afford.to 
lose branches or whole trees sometimes in this park. + 


We saw a Greater Glider on a branch of a tall Eucalypt- and while 
watching another one came and sat beside it. They stayed for some tine 
their eyes glowing like jewels and their lons bushy tails draped over 
the branch, looking like a picture on a calendar. 

Greater Gliders are the largest of the gliding possums and glide up to 
36 metres using their tails as rudders. They glide fron the top of one t 
tree to the bottom of another, climb up the tree to glide down again. 

it must be lots of fun being a glider!!! 


Further along we spotted several ringtailed possums, going out to 
dinner no doubt. They were identified by their long prehensile, white- 
tipped tails and their staring eyes, adapted to the night. 


High in a tree, some distance away four eyes shone like stars in 
the strong spotlight. By this time we recognised that possums eyes do 
not glow in that colour. We were informes that there were either two 
fully grown koalas or a mother with baby on her back. 


contd....pp 5 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 22nd 1984. 


Reported that Campout was very successful. 


We need a campaign for new Office Bearers. What to be done was discussed 
at length. How to interest others in the business of the Club is a 
great problem. The present office bearers cannot go on for ever. 


Fees are due at Annual Meeting. The Treasurer will be pleased to 
receive your annual subscriptions. 

Accounts to be paid were deferred until after Annual Meeting. 
Treasurer to purchase new Account Book and receipt book. 


Correspondence. from Prentice Hall publishers re Book Review. 

Decide Oo review any books sent for review. 

from Standing Consultative Committee on River Improvement re Seminar 
March 8th. Booklet STATE OF THE RIVERS received. Submission sent to 
above committee re the position of the rivers. 

C.C.V. re Annual Meeting. Geelong Naturalist Vic.Naturalist 
N.T.F.N.Newsletter. N.E.(Tas)Naturalist 

©GAP Maroondah Group Newsletter. 

from E.Lyndon re Foster Street in Sale projected widening and effects 
on Lake Gutheridge. We have contacted Sale F.N.C. and will act onadvice 
from them . : 

ROADSIDES Seminar March 29th at Morwell civic Centre. conducted by 
L.V.Forum. Cost $10.00. Several members expressed interest. 

Mrs Thompson will be a speaker at this seminar. 


Cons Co-ordinator. a 15 minute talk about what we have achieved on 
roadsides with co-operation of local authorities. Agreed on subject 
of the talk. 

Final route for transmission line Rosedale ~Bairnsdale received. 
Agreed that S.E.C.had noted our submission re this matter. 


The next Committee (Business)Meeting will be held at thehome of Mr and 
Mys Lubcke 122a Helen Street Morwell on Wednesday March 21st at 7.30pm 


Advised that Morwell Library has.a lockable glass case for display 
purposes.Decided that we could make use of this offer. 
Supper Roster ilarch 23rd ' Mrs Wall Mrs Reeves. 


SPOTLIGHTING IN MORWELL NATIONAL PARK contd... 


Several Brushtails were sighted during the evening and one with a baby 
Was greatly admired. these possums are dainty . feeders and hold their 
food in their hands.Dark clumps of Sweet Pittosporums and Blackwood 
seeds were favourites: poet ‘ ; 
As well as the possums, other nocturnal animals and birds are obviously 
using the trees as homes and roadways. 
After a "Billy Tea" supper, and talking our thanks were offered to Jim 
and his wife for their leadership. And we wished them well in their 
new position. 

Iris Peterson, 
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LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST 


Details o 


CLUB. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.H.C. 


contrtputt 


SALE F.i1.C. 


TRARALGOUF.N.C. 


WARRAGUL F.HN.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.i1.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. . 
Due iiAreh Ist, Paya He 


HATURALIST $6.00 


Clubs are as 


HOW. SECRETARY. 
lips I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Hiorwell 3840 
'phone 5421 29 


fir fila clean 
120) leven. GOR 
SALE 5850 
'phone458238 


lir J.Brooks 

& Nobel Streeé 
WARRAGUL 3820 
"phone 231563 


ify E.V.Barton 


13 Turnbull Street 


BAIRNSDALE 
"phone 


8875 
528792 


to Hon Preasuren 


FAMILY 88.00 


oLllouvs: 


HEETIUGS. 


7.30~m. on 4th Friday 


each month , at 


Regional Education 
Centre, Ktrk St.UOE 


&.00pn on 1st Friday 
each wonth, room 13 
Continuing Eduecatton 
Centre, Raynond Street 
SALE 


8.00pm.on 1st Friday 
each month, at L.V. 
Edueatton Building 
Kosetusko St. School. 


LRARALGOII 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month. 

Publte Library. 
WARRAGUL 


8.00pm en srd Friday 
each month. 
C.W.A.Hatl 


BAIRNSDALE 


Irs A.Stevart 
P.O.Box 169 
HEWVBOROUGH 3825 
SIUGLE HEMBERSS7.00 


LATROBE VALLEY iJATURALIST ts the offictal publieation of the 


Latrobe Vatley Fie 


Jaturattst Club. 


Contributtons on any aspect of Hatural iIstory are invited froin 
HEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS. and should be adressed to 


Hon Edttor. 


iirs L.Pad field 


99 Chanberlain Rd. 


HEWBOROUGH 8825 
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SUPPLEMENT TO LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST. 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB. 
The Club thanks you for your support and looks forward to your 
continued membership for 1984--1986 


Subscriptions to 3lst larch 1985 become due on 31st March 1984 
Herewith remmittance for Annual Subscription......ccescseevcoes 
NATURALIST ONLY $6.00 FAMILY $10.00 

SINGLE MEMBER $8.00 
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Please forward your subscription to 
The Treasurer L.V.F.N.C. 
P.0.BOx 169 
Newborough 3825. 


If you are already financial for 1984-1985 
please disregard this notice. 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB. 

NOMINATION FORM FOR OFFICE. ! 

I wish to nominate ......ccssccccccesvecsvrncessetesvsvsesrscce 

ORE ben D0 0 DUD OD DDUDN EO GD0000 FOTOON OU ONO ODO OMeh TNE) jareraestey nl 

Shp Gad nG5 OS ONO UN Og DED DAU UO BO OODD DO CONDO ROD ODUUUD DORE 19 Haley, (CAleIE)S 
PYOPOSEY..sveee Ce aie Sir ae 
S@CONGGIrsiererietsdeucestolsbelekersbowadees piel eUssetocszenebers 

I hereby agree to accept nomination for the above office 
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These nomination forms to be in the hands of the Secretary 
before the Committee M-eting March 21st 1984. 
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COMING EVENTS. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Meeting: | 3 Friday April 13th note one week 
earlier. 
Speaker: — Mrs Parris 


Tllustrated Talk 
= “Cycling through Greece" — 
ee = Contact Secret acy. for details. 


ATROBE VALLEY F. N. ee : = 
ARS sca ae Se Evday: April 27th 
Speaker: — Mr Chatto (Fisheries aa Wildlife) 


ee "Reptiles and Eagles" 
Excursion: : Saturday April 28th to Sale area. 


eee Place: s Sale Lake Gutheridge.10.00am. 


_ TRARALGON. Se N. ce 


Mee tine ae ee Se ee riday May th a 

Speaker: Peer ea ree MNS aC LCO. igesetSneeN 
SE Oe Se eae. sane EN Ban to Tyers River 
s Seer ee ay Bae supe one ; 


| Connittee Nesting wil be held Hay ge 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 1983/1984. 
a LEAT 8 


Another successful year has been accomplished and we are looking for- 
ward to 1984/1985. Members attendance has becn excellent and our prog-: 
ramme well balanced. Our speakers have been first class, covering Mist- 
ao ng8s: Geology, Blue Rock Dan, City Planning, Birds, Native Plants and 
oolart. 
Excursions have heen well attended and enjoyed by all. these included 
the Heyfield area, Blue Rock Dam,Crinigan road Reserve, Avon Channel 
Country and Coolart. the boat ‘trip to the gippsland Lakes was well 
attended and proved a great success. Spotlighting in Morwell. National 
Park was enjoyed by those who attended, also the billy tea that was 
brewed afterwards by the ranger. The film "Curious and Diverse Flora 
of Australia" was well received and commented on. 
‘iy thanks go as usual to the executive for their help during the last 
12 months and those members who have contributed in various ways to the 


magazine. 1on . 

Unfortunately the year finished on a sad note with the death of Mr Ted 

MeELroy ech id. ¥ Jim Wall 3 
dnd President 5. Wek ah iGis 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD W..TURALISTS’ CLUB 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE : 1MARCH 1983 TO 29 FEBRUARY 1984 
a a Echt ioin neotataD 
RECEIPTS. 


Palance at 2 March 1983 . 333.20 
Bank Interest . 20.82 
Donations (including suppers and sale of 
plants) 100.77 
Profit from sale of books 30.00 
Sale of Rockpooling Book (Mrs Rowe) _ 18.00 
Boaterini peas ae of 246.00 
Licola Campout. : 301.50 
Membership Subscriptions 109.00 
Magazine Subscriptions 432.00 1258.09 
IS591.29 
EXPENDITURE . | 
Naturalist 198.25 
Subscriptions and donations 43.00 
Petty cash and publicity -90.00 
Hire of Meeting room 30.00 
Traralgon High School for Licola Campout 301.50 
Shelton's Sea Fairies (boat trip) ~ 200.00 
Cheque book and Financial Isst Duty 10.66 
Printing of programmes 31.72 905.13 
“pansfer to Investment Account °$00.00 
“alance on hand at 1 March 1984 186.16 
1591.79 


eaeeeee aetna 
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PACIFIC GULL BANDING. 


A total of 112 Pacific Gull runners were banded in January-1984 on the 
islands off Wilson's Promontory,Victoria. Each bird received a stainless 
steel C.S.I.R.0G. band on one leg and a readable, individually numbered 
aluminium band on the other leg. the number of the readable band can 

be read with binoculars. 


The information required is as follows; 
date 
locality | 
readable band number 
the legs the bands are on. 


Since January 1976, 445 Pacific Gulls have heen banded. Most were caught 
as runners in the Furneaux Group, Tasmania and individually colour-- 
banded. Ail birds received a numbered C.S.1I.R.0. band and various colour 
bands on the tarsus of one or both legs. Even part combinations are use- 
ful to determine movements of birds. Care needs to be taken when reading 
colour bands as some of the bands in the combination may be missing. 
Colour bands also fade badly. Care needs to be taken when identifying 
the species of gull as Pacific and Kelp Gulls have been banded near 
Obart and Kelp Gulls have been banded at Seal Rocks, Victoria. 


TF a dead banded Pacific Gull is found, the carcase is extremely valuable 
for plumage and moult study. It would be appreciated if the carcase 
could be frozen immediately until arrangements can be made to pick up 
the specimen. ; 
Assistance with any of the above information woyld be greatly appreciated 
Please forward details to :Bruce Robertson, 

Zoology Department, 

University of Melbourne. 

PARKVILLE VIC.808Q@. 


“SHELLS OF THE INVERLOCH AREA" 


The South Gippsland Conservation Society's most recent publication is 
pamphlet style, printed in balck and white. The paper is of good quality 
thick and textured, and is guaranteed to survive many, many beach treks. 
"Shells of the Inverloch Area" is a guide to shells found locally. 

Host are common, but others like the 'Paper nautilis' and'frilled venus’ 
seem SO special that they warranted inclusion. The guide has a scienti- 
fic basis i.e. we refer to the marine molluse and its place in the class. 
ification of the class and a family. 

There is a short introduction which talks of classification, shell coll-~ 
ecting and usting the guide. For the guide to be easily used by any shell 
fossicker, each species is given its common name. The 100 or so illust- 
rations have been done in fine detail and are true to life. 

There are interesting pieces of reading for most shells illustrated. 


contd..pp3 
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liarion chapman and Jenny Watts who worked on the guide are both enthus- 
iastic shell collectors, and the fact that this guide satisfies their . 
appetites for " what is what" gives some idea how much information is 
contained in the pamphlet. “3 


The guide's use is not restricted to the Inverloch area. site is most 
suitable for use anywhere along the S.E.Australian coastline. 


The guide is available from the Conservation society's Environment 
Centre at Inverloch for 80 cents. or for $1.00 including postage. 


send to Environment Centre, South Gippsland Conservation Society, 
P.0.Box 60, INVERLOCH 3996. 


SOUTH QUEENSLAND NOTES. 


We see acres of Mulla-mulla “long tails" a green-white soft-looking 
nead of fluffy flowers and seeds and we see acres of "Japanese slippers" 
gold and nodding in yellow grace in the sunshine. 

We see 100's of cromson bushes all lit by the sun to seem almost trans~ 
parent, the Dodonea boronifolia, abundantly covered in colorful hops 
after the rains. 
Buttercup-like flowers of cassia in shrubs of grey-green cover great 
patches in groups often with the hops, and underneath and about them, 
rosy purple Darling River-pea creeping and flowering on the ground. 
Little golden-hearted purple daisies popping up everywhere, and in 
patches here and there. i Eo dtes 


It is so summery and warm here, and the wildflowers so very lovely 

Also the birds are a great joy. Red-backed kingfishers in a hollow — 
nesting near the caravan and great flocks of migratory trillers all abou 
and large major mitchell cockatoos feed about us every day, on stork's 
bill type of blue-flowered grass, and rufous whistlers call. all day, 
also pardalotes. . gn : 

me) Framces Gladstone 

from a letter to May Galbraith. 


Footnote to article on Birdwatching at Lake Tyers. 


December- Irs Johnston checked out the area and found the Whistling 
Kites. So the query is answered. 


Bon Thompson. 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING L.V.F.N.C.Held MARCH 21st 1984 


Nominations received for some of the vacant positions, These to be 
presented at the Annual Meeting. 


Mr Chatto ,the speaker for April 27th is unable to attend the excursion, 
We will go to the Sale Common area and meantime look for a suitable 
person to lead the excursion. 

The Treasurer presented the books and balance sheet to be available 

at the Annual Meeting. We had a small balance and with subseriptions 
being paid allowed all outstanding accounts to be paid. 


We had received a Handbook on fossils for review. *r Rowe will be asked 
to review this’ book . 


Re the glass case at Morwell Library. We have booked the space for 
World Environment Day in June and a suitable display will be mounted. 


Received a letter from Bruce Robertson re Pacific Gull Banding 

Details to be printed in Naturalist. 

Received details of Seminar Rural Landscape Management. 

c.C.V. Annual Meeting Notice SGAP. Maroondah Group Newsletter 
WETACN.Z) Northern Territory F.N.C.Newsletter. ECOS. 
N.E.(Tas)F.N.C.Newsletter. 

ATLAS OF AUSTRALIAN BIRDS prepublication offer $39.00 Contact Secretary 
for details. 


Mie Lubeke to attend annual inspection of River Works Thomson River 
Improvement Trust. We feel that is a privelege that a member of our 
Club has been invited 


NATURAL HISTORY MEDALLION We. did not have much information re many 
candidates. Decided to support nomination of Mr Jack Hyett. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. Received map from Behn So Shire requesting 
significant areas to be marked. 


Mrs Thompson had contacted Sale E-N-C.re proposed widening of Foster 
Street. They will keep us informed and ask for help if needed. 


Submission re " State of the Rivers” presented 
Details of talk to be given at L.V.Forum Seminar on Roadsides. 
lies Thompson will put forward the views of a Field Naturalist. 


The next Business Meeting will be held on Wednesday April 25th at the 
home of Mrs McElroy at 7.30 pm. ue 


Supper Roster April 27th. Mrs Thompson Miss Purbrick. 


Any interested members are always welcome at the business meetings of 
che Club. 

Ttems for inclusion in the Naturalist in the abscence of the Editor. 

Please forward to Mrs Wall 156 Kay Street Traralgon. 38uu, 


iH 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.N.C. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


HON.SECRETARY. 


Mrs I.Peterson 

14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840 
"phone. 342129 


‘in Maclean 
P.0.BOx 302 
SALE 3850 
‘phone 458238 


‘D.H.Fitzgerald - 


R.M.B.1360 
Jumbuk via Yinnar 


Mr J.Brooks 

3 Nobel Street 
WARRAGUL 3820 
"phone 231563 


Mrs E.MeCoy 
24 Goold Street 
BAIRNSDALE 3875 


Due March lst, Payable to Hon Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 


FAMILY $10.00 


MEETINGS. 


7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 
Regional Education 


.Cratre, Kirk St HOE. 


8.00pm on 1st. Friday 
each month, Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond Street 


~ SALE. 


8.00pm on ist Friday 
each month, at L.V. 


- Education Building 


Kosciusko St.School 
TRARALGON. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month at 

166 Sutton Street 
WARRAGUL. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month. C.W.A.Hall 


Mrs A.Stewart 
P.O.BOx 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS. and should be addressed to Hon. Editor. 


Mrs L.Padfield 
99 Chamberlain Rd. 
NEWBOROUGH 3825. 
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COMING EVENTS ~ 


| LATROBE VALLEY Fr. N. eC = 


Meeting te oe =. fe Se ec oe eee eae ‘25th oe. 

Speaker . = i Sot no ene a eee ee ee go .Graham Suckling 
Le ave Gormandale Hall =e 8. 4S a 

me e Suck ADE: one Wiltong = 
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LIFE CYCLE OF TERMITES ate 
Mr Barry Begent of Drouin provided a film on Termites for our 


March meeting. 
Most areas of Australia are home to at least one of the Termite 


species. Subterranean Termites which are known to have existed on 
earth for at least three million years are social insects. In their 
colonies a strict. caste system exists. Individual needs are subord- 


inate to the welfare and survival of the colony as a whole; each group 
having its own well defined function which it carries out for the whole 
of its life. 


At a certain each year the Queen lays eggs to provide the repro- 
ductive caste (Alates) which swarm in the late spring, early summer 
in Southern Australia. Surviving Alate pair, mate, and set up 
tenuous new colonies. In time, when the new colony is established 
the female(Queen) becomes little more than an egg laying machine, 
laying up to 2000 eggs a day during a life span of up to 25 years. 
It is not clear as to what determines which castes are going to be 
produced and in what ratio from the eggs. The castes are Workers, 
Soldiers, Alates and Supplementary Queens (available to carry on . 
laying eggs should the Queen die). 


The Workers undertake all the labour - constructing tunnels, 
evacuating chambers, obtaining food, feeding the young and other 
castes, and cultivating fungus garden on combs of Termite faeces in. 
the humid atmosphere of the nest. : 


As expected the role of the Soldier is to protect the nest 
against its enemies such as ants. Some species have large mandibles 
as weapons, other secrete an acid and yet others merely plug their 
large heads in the hole that had been breached in the nest. nde 


Termites feed mainly on wood or related products. Some timbers 
are more attractive than others, but few are immune from attack. 
Cellulose is the food material and many other items containing 
cellulose such as paper, cotton, carpets and leather can be attacked. — 
Protein is available in the bodies of dead Termites and from the 


fungus gardens. 


As the original food source diminishes tunnels are built under- 
ground in search of new stumps, logs etc., Termites will even 
build covered runways above ground in search of food. The runways 
which are made from Termite faeces are enclosed to preserve the 
atmosphere of the nest, shield the Termites from light and protect 
them from predators. 


With their prolific reproductive rate, unobtrusive ways, adapt- 
ability and highly developéd sodial s¥stem the subterranean Termites 
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x2e real survivors. 


The numerous questions asked at the end of the film indicated 
a keen interest in the activities of these industrious creatures, 


John Mewett.. 


BIRDWATCHING. 


Afriend of mine asserts that birdwatching is easier than botany as 
there are not nearly so many species of birds as plants. 

While having a picnic lunch at Fisherman's Landing beside Lake 
Tyers, I noticed a big bird land in a tree on the other side of the 
lake. Immediately most of us left our lunches, grabbed our binoculars 
and tried to find the bird. 

We located the bird adding twigs to a large nest. After taking 
careful note of as much as we could see of the bind, we then set about 
identifying it from the books. We narrowed the selection down to a 
Whistling Kite or a Little Eagle. The bird and its mate flew down to 
the ground and up to the nest several times. It even did a wide circle 
around the area. However they did not call at all. We assumed they 
were too busy preparing the nest and mating. ; 

The Whistling Kite and the Little Eagle are similar in many ways. 
Colouring apparently varies with individual birds,and juvenile and 
mature birds, and appears to be similar in the two species. Apart 
from the different calls, another main distinguishing feature is that 
the Little Eagle's legs are feathered right to the toes and the Whist- 
ling Kite is more or less bare from the "knees" down. This was no 
help this day as when the birds stood on the nest their lower legs 
were below the rim of the nest and when they landed on a branch there 
was always leaves between the birds and us. 

After a very frustrating time we decided to leave the birds to 
their nesting and call on Mrs Joy Johnstone hoping she would know 
which birds frequented that area. Unfortunately she said either bird 
could be present in that habitat and the fact that what appeared to 
be last year's nest was also there was no help either. Joy promised 
to go out to Fisherman's Landing and check out the birds for us. 

We returned home disappointed with our amateur effort at bird- 
watching when we had seen so much of the birds. 

Later Mrs, Johnstone checked out the area and found only Whist- 
ling Kites calling there. So the query was finally settled. 


Bon Thompson. 
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MEMBERS NIGHT 


A members night was held for our meeting in January. Slides 
of Thyme Beard Heath (Leucopogon thymifolius) Hairy Boronia (Boronia 
pilosa, Yellow Rice Flower (Pimelea flava) (Tetratheca ciliata), 
(Grevillea dimorpha, and several pea flowers also the Alpine Rice 
Flower (P. Alpina) which is pink while in bud and comes out white, 
-and the Caladenia from the Alps, taken by Mr and Mrs 0. Thompson at 
the Grampiams just after the drought, also plants from the Promontory 
area mainly tiny trigger plants, Sea Box with its unusual seed for- 
mation Green Hood Orchids (Pterostylis rufa) from the Channel country 
and the Purple Diuris (Diuris punctata) from the Dawson area . 


diiues supplied by we. Ning a naturalist fiom Yasmanta tu miss 
J. Galbraith showed a male Sea Horse which carries the eggs also Sea 
Anemones, one of which was the Red Waratah. Other slides of Sea Stars , 
Barnacles, and a collection of different shaped shells. 


One of our junior members Miss R. Stewart supplied slides showing 
views of the valleys near Mount Buffalo, and hang gliders taking off 
“rom several thousand feet up on the mountain, the view of Lake Catani 
from the Monolith, a Gecko (Lizard) Flower studies were (Baeckea 
ramosissima, Helichrysum ? and several other unidentified flowers. 


Mr J. Wall showed pictures of the Pilbara area Western Aust. 
incorporating Mount Newman iron ore refinery works also scenes around 
the blue asbestos mine at Wittenoon and the various gorges,including 
Aboriginal paintings. Also the Tom Price iron ore mine area. 
Interesting pictures of the experimental wind powered generation scheme 
on Rottnest Island and a variety of local views. 


Local scenes of interest were shown of the flood damage near the 
Coalville property of Mr. A. Ringin by a freak storm last November 
where the roadway had been washed away and the river course was temp~ 
orarily changed. : ree 


The last group of slides taken by Mr. E. Lubcke of the Trigger 
Plant, a variety of orchids which included the Little Duck Orchid 
(Caleana minor) and Tongue Orchid (Cryptostylis subulata) finishing up 
with group scenes taken at our Christmas break-up at "Bundilla" 
rounding up a very interesting cross section of natural history. 


Jean Merson. 


Members are requested to send their copy as soon as possible. 
to Mrs.J. Wall, 156, Kay Street. Traralgon 3844 during the absenne_ 
Of Mrs, L, Padfield. now Mrs. H. Long. 
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OUR HIGH COUNTRY IN MARCH. 


I received a couple of bonus pleasures during my March camping 
weekend to the Mt. Buffalo National Park. First was the meetins with 
a mother emu and her six vell-grown children, on the Dargo High Plains. 
The chicks were about three-quarter grown and still had dark necks and 
heads, but they were well able to keep up with Mum, their high~stepping 
leolloping gait keeping them all ahead of the car for a short distance. 
Surely a brood of six would indicate a good season in the mountains. 


Then there was the Lyrebird whose territory I had used to pitch ny 
tent. His tail feathers had not yet reached their glory, but he was 
still handsome as he fossicked through the leaves looking for" brunch" 
and I sat quietly in the dappled sun. He gave no sign of worrying about 
me and came to within ten feet. Next day he gave a comical performance 
as he ran helter--skelter along his forest track, with nothing in pursuit. 
Was he late for something? 


The yellow everlastings and the bluebells made glorious patches 
of colourful garden, and Alpine Gentians were also in flower. 
tiow beautiful our mountain areas are in summer? 


Wilme Keir. 


AN HISTORICAL NOTE. 


While browsing through an old file of the Gippsland times in Sale 
Museum. recently I came across the following item, which shows how even 
fairly remote areas of our country were wantonly abused since earliest 
settlement. The date of the paper was January 6th,1875, and Harbour- 
master Fermaner, of the schooner “Albert” reported inspecting the after~ 
math of a severe fire on the largest of the Glennie Islands off wilson’s 
Promontory. " Solan Geese" were to be found there in large numbers and 
many thousands of them had perished in the fire. The island was covered 
with ashes ankle deep and the smell of dead birds was intolerable. 

At every step he saw the poor creatures singed and burnt with hardly 
any life left in them. 


Solan Geese ? Was this another name for Cape Barrens ? 
None of the books mentioned it. But Cape Barren geese were never in 
thousands since the first white man laid eyes on them and found the birds 
and their eggs such good eating. It must have been some other bird. 
A little research turned up the fact that the Australasian gannet is 
also called the Solan goose. A more un-goose~like bird is hard to imagine. 
Gannets,too, have suffered much at the hands of fisherman who use then 
as bait for their lobster pots. Probably the colony on the Glennies was 
permanently destroyed by the fire for the island is not listed among 


breeding places today. 
Ellen Lyndon. 
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MAMMAL TRACKS AND SIGNS..." Pees seeeeesres+Book Review 


Amongst the many mature history: Booke published almost every none 
here is one on Mammal”. tracks and signs which seéms to me outstanding 
in its completeness - its graphic illustrations , and especially in the 


. amount. of new information it has for most of us. 


Broadly it is in four sections - Animal Tracks, everyone illustrated ~ 
Animal Seats (droppings) also effectively illustrated, Animal shelters. 
nests, burrows ete., and Animal BORE: especially skulls which may be 
found on the beach or in the bush. 

AtteD these there is usually a. eemmene on habits, distribution and 
_other matters, all illuminating, especially 1S) a naturalist who is not 
es student of mammals. 

One is amazed at how much can be learned from seats - which indicate 
the animals diet, and in the case of carnivorous Species Ene Gass 
give clues to the presence of other species. 

The authoress Barbara Triggs has worked:in this field. on Povesces 
Commission studies, but also, living as she does on the onlyprivate 
iand adjoining the northern shore of Mallacoota lakes, and surround- 
ed by the National Park with its unspoiled vegetation, and native 
birds and mammals, she has more opportunities than most people. for 
SOC yen them. 

Me and. Mrs Triggs have lived there for eleven years, and even before 
they came to.live on a penninsula reaching out into the lake, they 
were nature lovers who studied wild life wherever possible. 

Their home "Dead Finish" is the last private land in that wilderness 
and an amazing variety of birds and other animals visit it, coming 
regularly for food. I remember looking out one morning just after 
breakfast had been scattered for the birds - and seeing a moving carpe 


of Red-browed Firetails with Wonga Pigeons and several Whipbirds. 
There were other species but this was four years ago and I cannot 
remember which: feeding grounds they frequented. : 
I do remember the brilliance of colour where parrots were feeding = 
a Kangaroo who would regularly come and reach out leg or paw to 
have ticks removed. Birds and animals are not only visitors they 
are Barbara Triggs friends. 
A quick glance through the book showed tracks and/or seats of nearly 
100 species with photographs or drawings of nests or resting places, 
burrows or holes. For example there is a photograph of a water rat's 
"feeding table”, and the information that water rats have regular 
areas where they carry food (fish, crabs, insects etc.) to dismember 
and eat it. I found the book very hard to put down, and as soon as 
possible picked it up again. 

MAMMAL TRACKS AND SIGNS: | BARBARA TRIGGS. 


Published by Oxford University Press. 


Jean Galbraith. 
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_ REPORT “OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 25th APRIL 1984 


Gomressondenece™ Letter received from Mrs. M. Rowe - Sewerage 
disposal at Inverloch. Geelong Field Nats. Victorian Naturalist. 
N. T. Naturalist. Govt. in Focus leaflet. Dr. E. Turner V.F.N.C.A. 
- Springtime get together at Ringwood, 6th 7th October 1984. Book 
before the end of May - Camp sites and Caravans available at @rystal 
Brook Caravan Park or Ringwood Motel. further information:- Dr.E. 
Turner, 13, Banool Avenue, Kew 3101. R.A.O.U. ~ Bird Slide Comp.for 
information:-R.A.0.U., 21, Gladstone St, Moonee Ponds. 3039. 
Finance:- Bank balance of $175.00. Petty cash for Sec., $50.00. Bare 
of Hall $15.00. Apr. May and June. 
Cons. C0-Ordinator:- Mr. Campigli reported ‘Traralgon South flora’ 
reserve has been burnt because of fire risk. Hoping to get it fenced. 
Updated the Shire of Traralgons map marking significant areas, which 
now hangs in the Councils foyer. 
A gift from Mr. T. Moretti and Mrs Inez Branson of complete sets of 
the Latrobe Valley Naturalists. 
Next meeting:- Mrs. Iris Peterson, 14, Barry Stmeets Morwell. 
Supper:- Mrs B. Sterkenberg and Miss Jean Galbraith. 


AC the annual meeting in March Mr. B. Adams elected Vice Pres. No. is 
Me. E. Lubecke Vice Pres. No.2. Mr. D. Stickney Vice Pres. No.3. Mrs. 
I. Peterson Sec., and Miss J. Purbrick publicity officer. 


Members are reminded that Annual Subscriptions are now due and are 
as follows:- Naturalist $6.00. Single $8.00. Family $10.00. 
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COMING EVENTS 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meeting Friday 22nd June 
Speaker Mr. David McPhee 
Subject Nature Photography 
Excursion — Darlimurla - Meet Pump 


SALE F.N.C. 


Meeting Friday 20th July 
Speaker Dr. McCutchen Melbourne 
. University & Strathfieldsaye. 
Subject — ; Developement of the electric 
. wire fence for Kangaroos. 
Excursion ee . ee 21st July Excursion to see the 
. fence during an open day at 


SERS pees eey es 


TRARALGON i N.C. 


Spimel Fees Meeting . - . 3rd July (Tuesday) 


Mecting. =, ee . Friday 6th July © 
Speaker : oe _ Mr. Robert Gaulton 
SHBG Nae i vad ee ie fee © -TOSSis -tnethe Gea loni oes 
ate Be i re yes ase Scale. 
Excursion Wey ee ee Oe eee Ay sbi cacy 
ee aes Meas “Excursion sey be arranged. 


WARRAGUL F. N. C. 
Meeting 25 eas Sth June Eeiaaye at 8.00p.m. 


Sa Ogee se Dt its pees eurete ba PROCEED =NormanDyest. Warragul. 
Speakers pat ee eo Mee MP Se deeunOOnS = 


Subject illustrated talk on the North 
Saige ahs Se eRe ig. ge aan ee Pe ee eet of teeter sus tuauier 
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The gea-cagle is one of Australia! s twenty four diurnal . binds 
of prey. 

3 Refer toa chart Mr. Chatto pointed out other members of 
the group, for example various kinds of Kites, Falcons, Buzzards, 
Osprey, Kestrels, Goshawks, Sparrowhawks and Eagles. Then went on. 
to discuss the White Breasted Sea-Eagle in much greater detail 
using slides to illustrate points made. 

The White Breasted Sea-Eagle (Haliaetus leucogaster) is one of 
eleven Sea-Eagles of the world, and the only one in Australia. The. 
mature bird weighs in excess of three kilograms, and can be found in. 
South East Asia from India eastwards through the South Western Pacific 
istands , Australia and Tasmania. Its distribution in Australia 
itself is mainly confined to the Gippsland coastal areas.and off shore 
islands and also to large inland bodies of water e.g., the Hurray 
River and the Gippsland lakes. 

The species is not particularly rare but is well. protected; heavy. 
fines are incurred by any persons caught injuring the bird or. its 
habitat. 

The one. breeding season of the year usually begins in May, put 
may be earlier further north. During May the breeding pairs conduct 
aepial displays, | grabbing each others feet and tumbling towards the 
earth - separating at the last moment. They also make goose like | 
cackling sounds which can be heard all the year round, but. are: con- 
centrated during the breeding season. The male cackle being of a 
higher pitch. Simple brief copulation follows the cackling call... 

It is thought that copulation takes place ali the year POURS sr The: 


breeding pairs do mate for life. 

Sea-Eagles may have from one to five nests within their 
territory. The nests are placed in the forks of gum trees, or on. 
cliff ledges around offshore islands, or sometimes on more isolated 
Mainland cliffs. Where cliffs or suitable trees are unavailable the 
nest may be placed on a prominent rock on the ground, - but only in 
very isolated situations. The nests in trees or.on cliffs almost- 
always are close to water or overlook a favourite hunting ground. 
Nests are used 503 Yeas in succession, some for as long as fifty 

ears, . 
; _ The average diameter of the nest is seven feet (compared with 
five or six feet for the Wedge-Tailed Eagle). The nest itself is a 
large platform of sticks (some very large e. -g., six feet: long)... 5 © 
There is a shallow dish in the centre of the platform -(about two ©. 
feet across) and this is lined usually Bata cenv bee leaves, but 
sometimes even with the leaves of the Saw Banksia. . The purpose of - 
the nest-lining is thought to be for both hygiene and .comfort. The 
eagles build up the nest from late May to July - continually adding 
to the structure; - year by year the nests may become SNOrmoUs (from 
two to Ehnse metres high). 
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some occasionally become too heavy for their situation, and fall to 
the ground. Sometimes the choice of nest-site is unwise; the 
birds have been.known to nest in Black-wattle, and even in Tea-tree. 

Larger eagles usually lay only once per season. In late July/ ‘ 
August the female lays two eggs (possibily only one). Incubation 
begins from the laying of the first egg (the second egg is usually © 
laid and hatches a couple of days after the first).-° The eggs are 
approximately eight centimetres by six centimetres wide. The female 
takes the main responsibility for incubating. The male relieves 
for short sessions, never at night. : 

Incubation time is approximately forty-five days. The new 
sparrow sized chicks are quite defenceless; They squeal for food 
which the male bird delivers and the female feeds to them. The chicks 
_vejection rate of offered food is very high and from every fifty offer- 
ings it may only accept one. It is probably for this reason and: that 
of providing hunting practise that an overabundance of food is pro- 
vided. pie 
; When the chicks are about twelve days old they grow a second coat 
of down and as they become stronger both parents.are free to*hunt for 
food. The chicks ability to feed themselves varies considerably from 
four weeks old onwards. The first born chick has a great advantage 
over the .second born, as it is stronger and larger than the second 
newly hatched chick. It is more aggressive in its demands: for food 
from the parent and it may even show aggressive behaviour towards the - 
new chick. .. iertasuant : ib one = 
At three weeks of age. the chicks pin feathers develop, .and they ~ 
are quite alert. At this age they actually begin to look like Sea~ 
eagles. The mother broods the chicks until they are well feathered 
to protect them from the elements. At forty-five days they are much 
more feathered (the underneath parts are slow, the crop area and under-~ 
wing parts are the last areas to feather), and can stand up and dance 
as SRessivel yaagms. Patan o ; 
| At sixty days the chicks are two weeks off fledgling. They are at 
their most aggressive at this stage. During the next four years they 
will moult once per yéar, progressively becoming lighter in colour. The 
moult usually takes place from September to Christmas, the male being 
Slightly ahead of the female, (certain birds have. problems with too 
fast a moult and as a result maybe temporarily grounded). There is a 
large variation in the colour of young Sea-eagles and a high mortality 
pate during the first twelve months, - the main cause being starvation. 

The defence of their nest is not strong but the pair will squawk 
in protest and the female will sit very tight on the new chicks. The 
Sea-eagles aggression is variable but is usually tolerant of other 
species, although the smaller the species the more aggressive .they are. 
For example they will tolerate other birds nesting in their tree or 
flying low over their nest but when harassed by other birds, they retal- 
iate by flashing their talons which are a much bigger threat than their: 

beaks. --° ; 

Sea-eagles are also very tolerant of each other even when their 

territories over-lap. Again there are exceptions to this tolerance. 


& 
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Sea-eagles feed on fish, water-birds and carrion.. When diving 
for fish ete. the birds dive into the wind in order to aid lift-off 
afterwards. Also when hunting, the bird comes out of the sun, being 


therefore in its prey's blind spot until the last moment. Sea~eagles 
usually only wet their feet when diving for food which is in contrast 
to the Osprey which often totally submerges. The catch is taken to 
the bird's favourite tree or nest to eat. A Mullet is usually con- 
sumed within fifteen minutes. Refuse is totally regurgitated later 
in pellet form. The parent birds usually feed the young for about 
two months after they have fledged. Sea-eagles attack water-birds, 
example Coots, Grebes, Crested-terns, Penguins, Ducks, Cormorants, and 
Dusky moorhens swooping constantly at a number until one bird becomes 
isolated and hopefully exhausted, or by dropping out of the sky like 
an Osprey to grab a bird either from the surface or from beneath the 
water. Eagles will also attack birds in flight either to harass then 
into dropping food being carried, or as a direct attack on the bird 
itself. 

Mammals taken include Bandicoots, Possums, Rabbits, etc., plus the 
flesh of stranded Whales. Reptiles such as snakes and Tortoises are 
more usually taken as carrion. 

It was amusing to hear the story of the young Eagle who repeated~ 
ly attacked the Swan which was totally submerged apart from. its poster-. 
ior, , the Eagle eventually decided that. its prey was unmanagable. 

Mr. Chatto gave us a few facts and figures before concluding his 
talk and also stressed the importance of tagging (which does not appear 
to adversely affect the birds) and continued research. Figures taken 
from a 1978-81 report on the Gippsland Lakes area showed that during © 
this time there were 37 nesting attempts by Sea-eagles, and of these, 
eight failed. An average of 1.3 birds were raised in each successful 
nest. The success rate varied according to the nesting habitat chosen. 
Mr. Chatto concluded by saying that research has shown that the. Gipps- 
land Lakes Sea-eagles do stay within the area. - <3 


' David Wilbraham. 


WANDERER BUTTERFLIES P ny 

During the past 3 years Swan plants have grown in our garden await- 
ing the onslaught of the Wanderer Butterflies or at least their cater- 
pillars. However in the first week of February I noticed some small 3;' 
Wanderer caterpillars on the Swan plants. As they grew larger two weeks 
later, a careful count totalled 12 caterpillars. The youngest leaves 
of the Swan plants were eaten in preference to the mature leaves. On’ 
reaching maturity 4 caterpillars were unable to complete the transfor- 
mation £0 pupal stage successfully and died. Five others pupated success 
fully but 3 of these failed to hatch correctly; dying with distorted 
wings. The remaining 3 could not be found in any stage. Is this high 


mortality rate normal? 


QO. Thompson. 
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EXCURSION TO SALE COMMON 


On the day following the Club meeting at Which Mr. Chatto spoke 
about Sea-eagles, members gathered at the meeting place at Lake Guth- 
eridge for an excursion to the Sale Common. 

With Mr. Ray Roberts, an employee with the Fisheries and Wildlife 
as our leader, we proceeded to the departments depot which is situated 
close to the Common, on the south side of Sale. After donning gum- 
boots we set out Silene a track leading onto the Common. 


' An old high-fenced enclosure still stands to the left of the "Track 
where, some years ago, it had contained a few Magpie and Cape Barren 
Geese which were brought to the area as an experiment by the Fisheries 
and Wildlife Department. One year a very large flood rose higher than 
the fence and allowed the birds to escape. They were re-captured at 
Marley Point and returned to the enclosure but debris had built up 
around the fence, rabbits burrowed under this, and foxes’ gained entry 
and killed most of the birds. Some of the Heigc Geese survived and 
acre living free around Sale. 

The track continued through a large area of Smee ish Eucalypts, 
which although planted some years ago have not done very well, then it 
came out onto a clearer marshy area where we were PASE Co Re for our gum- 
boots as we squelshed along. 

Several large raptores were noticed. One that sing etna diffi- 
cult to identify at first proved to be a Swamp Harrier, and the others 
were unmistakably Sea-Eagles. Due to the interesting talk of the 
previous night they were sighted with SEAS IIHS 5 Buy. they were too far 
away to be studied closely. 

To the right of the track, a large grass-covered mound which once 
had served as a rifle range formed an island in the morass. It is- 
planned to build a bridge across to this small island and- make it.into 
a bird-hide by tunnelling into the mound. It should serve admirably 
in this respect for one side of the island is separated by a narrow 
_water-way from a large stand of trees where many species of birds 
roost and nest. There are. also a number of nesting boxes here, used 
mainly by Chestnut Teal, Grey Teal and Black Ducks. 

In the timbered area, weeds were found growing in abundance. the only, 
unfriendly one which greeted us by burying myriads of its horned seeds — 
into our clothing turned out to be a native plant - Burr Marigold. 
(Bidens tripartita). Perhaps this shows that a weed is merelya plant 
growing where human beings wish it didn't'! Perhaps if we could under- 
stand Burr Marigold language we may have heard one say "Oh dear! Here!s 
another patch of those horrible Homo Sapiens weeds - or "Yoomin Beans‘ 
to use their common name . Which common? This one of course, and an 
infernal nuisance they've been ever since they were introduced into it. 
I don't suppose we'll ever manage to eradicate them now! ‘Oh well,.lets 
do our best. You take the one with the brown socks and I'll go for the 
blue trousers. Spines ready.... Aim.... Fire" 


On the way back to the Depot a pretty Veena -like spider was noticed, 
motionless in its web. Someone with thoughts turning towards lunch 
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boxes commented "Just like us, waiting for its dinner"! 

After lunch we drove a short distance to the east, parked the cars 
once more., and followed Mra Roberts on a different kind of walk. This 
time it was on a firm dry track that meandered along the embankment of 
what looked like a lagoon, but which . is actually an extention of Flood- 
ing Creek that overflows from Lake Gutheridge. 

River Red Gums stood along the banks, or rather leaned in typical © 
River Gum fashion looking as casually relaxed as an old slouch hat. No 
wonder they are the best loved trees in our “dear old land of Never Mind" 

As we walked we looked out across a wide spread of marshland. Silver 
waterways dappled the expanse of green, amber tipped reeds and rushes. 
Huge clear patches of water were dotted with hundreds of birds - Swans, 
Ducks, Coots, Swamp-hens, Grebes, Ibis, Cormorants, Egrets, Spoonbills, 
and many other species. (There are ninjty species listed for the area) 
During the day we saw about 35 of them, including a pair of Great 
Crested Grebes that were seen on Lake Gutheridge. 

At the conclusion of the walk Mr Jim Wall expressed thanks on our 
behalf to Mr Roberts for making our day on the Common something quite 
out of the common and one that we will remember with pleasure.- 


June Lubcke. 


"COOLART" ~ Talk by MR. GRAHAM PIZZEY. 


Coolart was originally a Jarge grazing property and was first 
taken up as a leasehold by the Meyrick cousins about 1840. Much of 
Mornington Peninsular was then forested and it took them three days to 
overland their cattle from Mount Eliza. Much of the early history of 
Coolart is very sketchy and there are periods for which there do not 
appear to be any records at all. However it is believed that the orig- 
inal size must have been somewhere between 40,000 and 50,000 acres. 
There were subsequently 9 or so leaseholders before the property became 
freehold in the 1870's at which time it had been reduced to about 4,000 
acres. The last private owner of the property before it was purchased 
by the State Government in 1977 was Mr. Tom Luxton. Mr Luxton was a 
keen conservationist and it was he who built the first islands in Cooil- 
art lagoon to attract water-birds. This was done by using a bulldozer 
at drought periods in the 1950's and 1960's when the water level was 
low, ironically it was while inspecting one of these islands in 1968 
that he became stranded in the lagoon which resulted in his contracting 
pneumonia from which he subsequently died. xe 

During the 1970's Mr. Luxtons family decided to subdivide and sell 
Coolart. Many people felt that part of it should be retained for con- 
servation purposes, especially in the light of the fact that the Educa- 
tion Departments Somers Camp had, been established next door, and for 
some 20 years childrén at tHe Camp had used Codlart for environmental 
Studies. 

Finally in 1977, the Hamer State Government purchased the central 


87 hectaresof Coolart for $430,000. A committee of management was 
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appointed and in 1981 Mr. G. Pizzey became first Warden of Coolart, but 
vecently resigned having gone there for 3 years and stayed nearly four. 
A new Warden is soon to be appointed. Mr Pizzey will remain in touch 
with Coolart as an advisor on the enhancement and development of wild- 
life habitat. ; . = : 

Coolart employs a Warden as well as three other full time staff. 
Much work and financial assistance is given by the Friends of Coolart, 
who, through a volunteer roster system, welcome the publica to Coolart , 
man working bees, and serve Sunday teas. Various community service 
ciubs and schools also assist. 

The aim of the project is to provide a wildlife area close to 
Melbourne where people can go and observe native birds and mammals like 
Koalas in their wild state. Many city dwellers would not otherwise so 
easily have this opportunity. 

The present main homestead at Coolart was built in 1895 and, al- 
though it is known that this is not the original homestead, it is not. 
known whenor where the original homestead was built,. There was prev- 
iously a large Wattle and Daub dwelling which has now completely dis- 
appeared, as well as an attractive hand-made brick building known as 


The Barracks, which was built in the 1860's and was thus the homestead 


for some 30 years before the main mansion was built. 

Coolart now consists of Coolart lagoon in which more islands have 
beenconstructed as well as bird hides and nesting boxes in "wet-land” 
area (man made by damming a low lying paddock to form a shallow lake), 
a Coastal- Banksia - Manna Gum woodland, as well as 100 acres of pasture 
on which cattle are grazed on adcistment. 

There is also a large "English" garden surrounding the homestead 
and there is quite a variety of habitats to suit many different bird 
species. Swamp Paperbarks have grown on the islands in the lagoon and 
Sacred Ibis commenced breeding there in the 1960's. Up.to 1,000 Ibis. 
now breed there annually. Breeding seems to be "triggered" by heavy and 
repeated winter rainfall, softening the ground, enabling the Ibis to 
probe for food, and can start as early as June. The majority of the 


Ibis depart from Coolart as soon as the breeding season, (the beginning 


of summer), is over. ; 

A Ph. D., student from Melbourne University, Mr Kim Lowe is carry- 
out a study, which, among other things, will try to plot where they 
spend the remainder of the year. 

Black Swans are one of the other main species which breed in the 
lagoon. Royal Spoonbills used to breed there but no longer do so, but 
many Chestnut Teal, Black Duck, Grey Teal, Purple Swamphens, White Pied 
Cormorants, and others breed there annually. i as 

A major problem on Coolart is the habit of Koalas and Ring-tailed 
Possums to pick on individual Manna Gums and overgraze their foliage, 
which eventually results in the death of those trees, to save these — 
trees it has become necessary to clear the scrub from around them and 
put guards of sheet metal around the trunks to prevent the animals from 
gaining access to the crown. Trees which have undergone this treatment 
have shown almost immediate signs of recovery. Jane Purbrick. 
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EXCURSION TO COOLART 


Members in 16 cars met Mr G, Pizzey at Coolart on Saturday morning 
at 10.30.a.m. Pe Sa BSS 

We were taken to the homestead and garden area which featured meny 
old stone out~houses such as stables, bakery and dairy. An outstanding 
Feature of the lovely old garden was a magnificant Weeping Elm - it was 
a real natural summer-house with thick green leaves right down to the 
ground. 
From here we strolled through an avenue of Elms and other trees in 
which there were Grey Fantails, Yellow-winged Honey-eaters and Yellow- 
faced Honey-eaters. 

Coolart Lagoon was probably the high-light with its magnificént.. 
bird -hides from where we watched Little Pied Cormorants, Dusky Moor- 
hens, as well as most of the species mentioned earlier going about 
their daily lives. There were also Silver-eyes, Eastern Spinebills, 
Willie-wagtails, Welcome Swallows, Fairy Martins, and Mudlarks around 
the perimeter and on the main island. We were reluctant to leave this 
spot but time was marching on. 

In the wetland. area we saw Hoary~headed Grebe with young, Sacred 
(or White). Ibis, Chestnut Teal, Black Duck, White-faced Heron, Black- 
fronted Dotteral, Black Swans, Spoenbills and Silver Gulls. 

Down in the coastal woodland we saw at first hand the damage done 
by Koalas and how the protected trees were recovering. Also evident 
was the fact that the Tea-tree scrub was marching relentlessly inland 
Swamping everything in its path. There were dead spreading Manna Gums 
in the middle which could not have grown while surrounded by the Tea~ 
iBRees et 
Mr. Pizzey also showed us the dreaded Smilax Asparagus growing, 
which is not a noxious weed but should be.- Additional birds seen and 
heard Grey Shrike-thrush, Striated Pardalote, Rufous Whistler, Yellow 
Robin, White-throated Tree~creeper,White-naped Honeyeater and a lovely 
view of a Golden-bronze Cuckoo, who made short work of devouring two 
furry caterpillars while we watched. cine Re 

Coolart has undertaken a large tree-planting programme and has a 
programme of planting at least 1,000 new trees each year. Hundreds of 
Manna Gums have recently been planted in an area cleared of serub just 
inland of the coastal woodland. There is also a large planting of 
Manna Gums and Sheoaks on the rise above the wetland. ie 

Mr. Pizzey had warned us the night before that we would not see 
many birds as late summer is a very quiet time of year for birds at 
Coolart. Consequently, the number and variety of species seen was far 
less than it would have been at the height of the breeding season, when 
up to 40 species of birds can be found in the Lagoon. A notable Visitor 
for the Lagoon during the drought last year were 6 Freckled Ducks. 

After lunch we followed Mr. Pizzey to H.M.A.S.Cerburus at Cribb 
Point where he had arranged for us to visit their conservation area near 
Stony Point during the afternoon. Owing to lack of time we were un- 
able to walk SH? nt? to the Point but found the bushland en neute a | 
Soe Ni gb tis cpethad rd ye pa te Reet Sa iaetet DETR NRT ee contd, bottom page 8 : 


a 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 25th JUNE 1984 


Corres. Rec:- Two C.C.V. - re Labertouche and Environment, Royal Aust. 
Ornithological Union - re Orange Bellied Parrot annual survey to be 
held - 28th-29th July - 8th-9th Sept., Mrs. Padfield, Geelong Nat., 
North Eastern Nat., Northern Territory Nat., S.G.A.P., and Yellow- 
failed Black Cockatoo survey - interested members are asked to study~ 
Drinking, Feeding, Roosting habits, composition of flocks., 1.e.,- males 
and females - details contact the Secretary. 
Finance:- Bank balance of $246.45. 

Conservation Co-ordinator:- re MacCormacks Road Reserve - fence is 
being erected along the boundary between the bike riders area and 
reserve: : 

Wortd Environment Day:- 2nd June small display in glass case Morwell 
Public Library. Mr. Sterkenberg erranging display. 

Next meeting:-At the home of Mrs. Anne Stewart, 40, Fairway Drive, 
Yallourn Heights 20th June. ; 
Supper:~ Mris. Dora Matthews and Mrs Jessie Burns. 

EDWARD HUNTER RESERVE - Report from Mr. Ken MacDonald. During arbor 
week pupils from Barunga School assisted by the Reserve Committee and 
Garden Club members planted 70 native trees and shrubs. A suitable 
area adjacent to the school grounds was chosen. The trees were donated 
by the Moe Council and shrubs by Mrs. A. Summerton. Good rains in the 
following week have helped assure the project of success. 

Clearing work associated with extending and widening perimeter fire 
breaks is nearing completion. Fuel reducing by cool burning has proved 
satisfactory in most areas due to the care exercised by the Council's 
outdoor staff. Good autum rains and cooler weather will hasten the 
healing process. The carpark near the Coalville Road entrance is 
ready for use. This will provide safer car and bus parking for those 
Using the reserve. 

May Naturalist:-"Mammals Tracks €Signs" bookreview - Approx. $12.00. 


EXCURSION TO COOLART contd. from page 7 


very interesting area with quite a variety of birds Cresent Honey- 
eater, White-~eared Honeyeater, Yellow-winged Honeyeater, White~naped 
Honeyeater, White-throated Serubwren, Blackfaced Cuckoo~shrike, Grey 
Shrike-thrush, Grey Fantail, Kookaburra, Spotted Pardelote, Striated 
Pardelote, Yellow Robin, Golden Whistler, Grey Butcher-bird, and Satin 
Fly-catcher. We were somewhat dismayed to discover a rather large 
population of Koalas (we must have seen at least 12 in a couple of 
hours) which could pose future problems for the tree. 
We thanked Mr. Pizzey for a most enjoyable day, donations given will 
forward the work being done at Coolart. . 
4 Jane Purbrick. 


Erratum:- "Mammals Tracks & Signs" the word 'seats' should read 'scats! 
on pagé 5, lines 6, 12,.35. My.error..- acting editor. 
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ROCK-POOLING AT WALKERVILLE 


On a warm sunny March morning a group of 11 cars left Meeninyan 
with Mr and Mrs G. Rowe of Leongatha leading our excursion to Walker- 
ville South for a basic lesson in rock~pooling. 

Clambering down the cliffs, we arrived at a rock platform pro- 
truding into the sea. The tides had worn gutters and holes in the 
rocks, making these a home for the diverse sea life for which the area 
is noted. On some of the larger rocks the tides had eroded layers 
-away forming caves. Some members had brought buckets for the collect- 
ion of specimens, and soon we had some interesting creatures such as 
Chitons, Flat and Bristle Worms, Spider Crabs and Sea Slaters under 
inspection. One spectacular fellow was the Sea-weed Crab, whose cam- 
ouflage, whilst good, was not good enough to escape the eye of our 
leader, 

As we moved rocks to find these creatures, the canon law of rock- 
pooling was heeded and all rocks were repalced after examination of 
the inhabitants. In Peg Wall's bucket was a majestic Elephant Snail, 
merching around with black tentacles outstretched. 

More obvious were the sea weeds. The species differ according to 
the level of the tides. The Sea Nymph is found below tide level whilst 
Neptune's Necklace grows at mid-tide, so it is alternately covered by 
water or exposed to the air. We saw shellfish such as Limpets, and Dog 
Winkles, apparently stationary, but cn close examination, we found they 
were moving across the surface of the rocks. 

. On the way to our lunch spot on the beach, we passed weathered 
rocks where fossilised shells were exposed. As we sat eating our 
lunch we observed Silver Gulls, Juvenile Pacific Gulls and Gannets 
diving into the sea, 

Afterwards we walked to the lookout over the Lime Kilns, which had 
made the area one of importance last century. Little was left of the 


the Kilns, Tramways, Jetties and cottages serving the industry. 

We came inland a little for a change of scenery, returning to the 
heathland which runs between Mr and Mrs Rowe's beach house and Waratah 
Bay. We noted how the various plants grow tightly packed together in 
their harsh surroundings. The dense scrub which appeared monotonous 
at first glance contained a diversity of flora including Sallow Wattle 
var.(Acacia sophorae)},Prickly Broom-heath(Monatoka Scoparia) ,Straight 
Wattle(Acacia stricta) Common Beard-heath, Spike Beard-heath (Leuco~ 
pogon Virgatus and australis) Large leaf bush pea (Pultenaaa daphnoi- 
des) Shrubby Sheoak (Casurina nana). Grass trees were growing closer 
to the sea. Serew and Rainbow ferns were found among the tangled 
shrubby growth also Parsons Bands Orchid (Eriochus cucullatus). 

In a patch of taller shrubs, while trying to identify some honey- 
eaters, we spied, to. our surprise a cheats eres ‘ 

i house for afternoon tea, a comfortable Spot was 

eons eeerte Satie eee we enjoyed our refreshments and a chat before 


returning home. 
Val Larsen. 
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A STEP FURTHER INTO ROCKPOOLING 


It is interesting to look at the animals and plants of the rock-: 
pools and ask: How do they obtain food? How are they protected from 
‘the physical environment and from predators? Often the structure of 
the animal gives clues to the answers. 

The food supply for marine animals is supplied directly or indir~ 
ectly by plants such as seaweeds, seagrasses and microscopic plants 
which make up part of the plankton. Plants manufacture food by photo- 
synthesis. Filter feeders such as mussels, barnacles,some bristle 
worms, sponges, bryozoans, seasquirts and the hairy stone crab trap the 
microscopic plankton (tiny plants and animals which float or swim near 
the surface of the ocean) as currents of sea water _pass over their 
bodies, tentacles or gills. These animals thrive in areas exposed to 
movement of water such as the sides of crevices. Many of the molluscs 
graze on seaweeds - for example, limpets, chitons, and false limpets. 
‘Some crabs, shrimps, starfish, flatworms, fish and molluscs feed on | 
almost anything that is available - dead or injured animals, seaweeds 
and animals which encrust the rocks. Animals which actively attack 
live prey include some of the bristle worms which have powerful retract~ 
ing jaws, molluscs (e.g. dog winkle and wine mouthed lepsiella) which 
are able to drill and dissolve a hole in the shells of other molluscs 
and suck out the contents, and cone shells, octopus and some large stean~ 
fish. Some starfish are able to fold their bodies around bivalves that 
have clamped themselves closed with great strength and maintain gentle 
“pressure for 15 minutes or so, By then the muscle in the bivalve is 
‘exhausted and relaxes allowing the starfish to evert its stomach over 
the mollusc and digest it. Brittle stars, sea cucumbers, sea urchins, 
peanut worms and some bristle worms feed on decaying matter in the 
sand. In most cases they eat sand and all digesting the organic matter 
‘and egesting the sand. 

The animals and plants of the rock platforms are exposed to a wide 
range of physical conditions such as changes in temperature and varia- 
tions in salinity as water evaporates from rockpools or as fresh: water 
‘is added by rain. Some are periodically exposed to air. Many organisms 
soive some of these problems by sheltering under boulders, in erevicess 
‘among seaweed or by burrowing into wet sand. Others (e.g. Neptune's 
‘necklace, limpets, mussels and black nerites) remain on the upper. 
surface of the exposed rock platform while the tide goes out and have 
adaptations which assist survival in spite of a few hours’ exposure 
to wind and sun. 
ote There are still many marine animals and plants along our coast- 
lines which have not yet been named and described. The National 
Museum of Victoria, when surveying the offshore area along the Bunu- 
rong Cliffs near Inverlioch in 1982, found representatives of two fam- 


ilies of Crustaceans previously sariepanza in Australia. Their survey 
along the Bunurong and around Wilsons Promontory revealed a number, O£.7" 


species new to science; these included many small Crustaceans, a sea-~ 
star and several fishes. 
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Similar finds will be made at other sites along our coastline when 
surveys are carried out. Naming, describing and listing the species, 
although a big job in itself, is only the beginning. We need to know 
what a normal healthy marine community is like and what changes take 
place over the years before we can recognise changes which may be danger 
signs and before we can manage an area wisely. Information needs to be 
collected about geographical ranges occupied by species,the conditions 
they require to survive, reproduce and disperse and the physical condi-- 
tions tolerated by various species. At present, knowledge of these 
details is very incomplete for the flora and fauna of the rock platforms. 
Hopefully, as more Marine Reserves are established more research will 
be carried out. 

Margaret Rowe. 


USING A BOTANICAL KEY by Miss J.Galbraith 


A botanical key is a tabulation of some of the differences between 
species of plants, arranged in groups (usually pairs) so that by choos- 
always the alternative which applies to the specimen you wish to 
same, and then moving on to the symbol (number or letter) at the end of 
~he line which describes the plant you hold, you may ultimately come to 
a iine which ends, not in a symbol, but in a name, which should be. the 
name of your plant. 

In some keys the symbol may begin the line - in which case, if that 
line deseribes your plant you move on to the line immediately following 
and again choose your alternative. 

Should the first line in this type of key not describe your plant, 
follow the key down until you come to the same letter again (sometimes 
there is an asterisk to indicate that it is the second alternative, but 
this is not usual). Fz 

Sometimes there may be more than two alternatives, each preceded 
by the same symbol ~ it is then necessary to choose the one that des-~ 
eribes your plant, just as when tnere are only two alternatives. 

It is important to remember that characters mentioned in the key 
may describe every leaf or flower on a plant, but (especially if they 
refer to size) in some cases they may refer only to the majority of 
leaves or flowers on it; there is always a chance that some may be 
stunted or malformed. 

Before beginning to ‘key out’ a plant.you must have the specimen 
before you, and check each step by examining Ley with a magnifying 
glass if necessary. It is no use guessing, OF thinking you remember 
seeing one of thecharacters described. That way lies failure, ‘keying 
out' requires care and accuracy, but it is absorbingly interesting, and 
there is great satisfaction when at last you are sure you have given 
your plant its right name. 

Sometimes keys are not easy; and I often recall the words of 
Robert Gathorne-Hardy near the beginning of ‘Wildflowers in Britain’. 
He says: "In the beginning of Bentham and Hooker" (a standard flora) 
“you will find.... a key by which you find the name of your discoveries. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 4 TSSUE NO 247 JULY 1984 


At first you may make fantastic errors, almost proving a Daisy to 
be an Oak tree, but with practice the key becomes easy to use ~ and 

fascinating (provided always that the plant bears the flowers or seeds 
necessary for its identification). 


I have before now, almost 


But that is unlikely to be the fault of the key. 


Epacridaceae 


llel to midrib. 


Taken from issue no. 


proved a 'Daisy to be an Oak tree’. 


u7'Naturalist ' 


November 1967. 


SAMPLE KEY 
hEATHS OF THE LATROBE VALLEY. 


(Heaths) 


Shrubs, shrublets, or matlike with small narrow leaves, veins para~ 


Flowers a narrow bell, spreading into tiny lobes at the 


tip, or with bells so short that the lobe makes the flower look like a 
star. 
Flower a narrow bell, not starlike. 

Flower starlike or with a very short bell. 


1 


2 


Fw 


Surface of lobe velvety with short hairs. 
Surface of lobe not velvety. 
Base of leaves. enfolding stem. Flowers pink 


(double stars) 


Base of leaves not enfolding stem. 
One or many slender usually erect stems, rarely 
branched, sometimes straggling. 

Pink, white or red. Leaves narrow, 5 tiny dimples at 
5 base of lobe. 

No "dimples" shorter crowed white bells. Leaves heart 

shaped, concave. Wet places. Autumn flowers. 

No "dimples" Wands of cream flowers. Blunt leaves 

usually erect. Bogs 


Dwarf, bushy, or straggling. White, rarely pink 
Fine narrow pointed leaves. Dry places. 

Bushy erect shrub 2' - 6' Small pointed leaves 
Tiny white flowers in autumn 


Mat of prostate stems, narrow, pointed leaves 
Curved narrow red bells in autumn . 


Low mossy bush or mat, under 1'. Nectar filled bells 
with a minute hair tuft at the tip of each lobe 
Slightly bushy 1‘ - 3' Blunt grey-green leaves. 
Flowers honey~scented white or pink-streaked 
Beard-heath Leucopogon: species 
Pink Swamp-heath Sprengelia incarnata 
Common Heath Epacris impressa © 


Wow ow 


3 

1 
Beard-Heath. 
2 

Pink Swamp- 
heath. 

m 

5 
Common~-heath 
Coral Heath 


Blunt-leaf © 
Heath 


Peach Heaths 


Prickly 
Broom-heath 


Cranberry- 
heath. 


Honeypots 
Daphne Heath 


| 
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Epacris microphylla | 
Epacris obtusifolia 
Lissanthe strigosa 
Monotoca scoparia 
Astroloma humifusum 
Acrotriche serrulata 
Brachyloma daphnoides 


Coral Heath 
Blunt-leaf Heath 
Peach Heath 

Prickly Broom~-heath : 
Cranberry Heath 
Honeypots 

Daphne Heath 


TPS APT IU SIE Us tig 


GLIDERS AND SUGAR GLIDERS 


My. Jim Wall, the President, welcomed members and visitors to a 
large monthly meeting. He also welcomed the speaker, Dr. Graeme 
Suckling who has carried out some definitive research on the Sugar 
Glider Petaurus breviceps,first described and named by Waterhouse in 
1839. Dr. Suckling's studies were carried out in the Latrobe Valley 
particularly at Willung some 12 kilometres south of Rosedale. 

To introduce his topic Dr. Suckling read an extract from "Gliders 
o£ the Gum Trees" by that enthusiastic and well known past naturalist 
Me, David Fleay. He then explained the reason for his studies, carried 
sut when he was on study leave at Monash University, The main purpose 
vas to study the effects of the fragmentation of the landscape which 
now consists of 34% natural vegetation, 25% pine plantation, mainly by 
..P.M. and the rest, 41% pasture which was cleared starting in the 
1870's. The pine plantations were only commenced-in the 1920's. 

Dr. Suckling chose 59 "isolates" ~ areas of natural vegetation 
isolated by being surrounded by pasture and/or being on a roadside. 

He found that the number of native species is closely related to the 
area of forest. The size of.the isolate is very important and sugar 
gliders are continually found in isolated areas of forest about 0.5 
hectare. In these areas there could be up to 6 to 13 gliders caught 
in traps placed mainly in Black Wattle trees, 3 to 6 metres above the 
ground, on a branch. The bait used is honey and oats from which there 
is a trail of dilute honey along the branch. 


During the study 210 sugar gliders were tagged and since the beg- 


inning 280 have been tagged. Tagging is done by attaching a piece of 
Seotchlite so that it is visible in a spotlight. Some animals.were 
only trapped once in 12 months; others more often. In 20 hectares 
some 128 gliders were living, the greatest population being in the 
autumn, the breeding season is from August to November. shed Bim 
During the breeding season 80% of the females have two young, the 
pest one. emhey breed ee every 12 months, the young spending 10 weeks 
in the pouch until they are fully formed and another 5 weeks in the 
nest. Many of the births are in September. The young are mature at 
=bout 10 to 12 months and disperse crossing at least 200metres of pas- 
<upe to reach forest isolates suitable for repopulation. The young are 
actually chased away, only a few females remaining to replace those 
witch have died. They can disperse up to 2 kilometres, especially 
after fires. | Sage 
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Being nocturnal and living in social Shoup sty ‘theix nests are us- 
uelly in hollow branches of eucalypts, There are. about 3. males and 4 

females and the young of that year in the nest. ~ 

‘When food is short they are able to lower their metabolic rate 
and. therefore their temperature so that they are in sa torpor and cold 
to;the touch. Torpor may last for up to 15 hours... 

Food in autumn and winter is often the gum from the Black Wattle 
while:in spring and summer it is insects which supply. protein. for re- 
production, In search of suitable Food trees they may glide ne) to 50 
métres< 

They have predators which at Wiliung are. mainly Boobook, ,Sooty and 
Powerful Owls; . also feral cats.’ Kookaburras have been. known 2 
attack insecure nests and also Goannas may take some. 

Briefly Dr. Suckling mentioned the other gliders: 

Squirrel Gliders which are similar to the. Sugar Gliders but small- 
ex and with a more pointed face and a long fluffy tail. Their habitat 
is similar on roadsides and in PaSCune Ss they being found near Bendigo 
and Rushworth. 

Yellow Bellied Gliders with a raucous call at nights found in ane 
Soola Godla Forest and at Upwey. 

Greater Gliders from the Erinunda Plateau where there were Th in 
700 metres of road. They are not in this local area. 

'Feathertail Gliders, the smallest. 
Altogether we had a most interesting evening, excellent slides 
eee the main points. It is interesting to note that this 
SEuGy provided an introductory feature in the current Year 11 Biology 
textbook to the specific study of an animal species. Dr. Suckling is 
: eee in charge of ecological studies in the newly formed Depart- 
ment of Conservation, Forest and Lands. 
Barbara Nielsen. - 


MAMMAL EXCURSION TO WILLUNG 


Early on a foggy morning 11 cars assembled at Gormandale Hall 
for the Mammal excursian to Willung. We then proceeded to Willung 
Hall where we were met by Dr. Graham Suckling and his wife accompanied 
by Martin his assistant. As so many cars were involved we decided to 
limit the transport and re-arranged the members into a more compact 
unit, then proceeded to where the traps had been set. Here we were 
joined by another two cars making 24 members present. At the first 
lot of traps we had four tagged Sugar-Gliders, one of which was a 
female 8 years old (oldest found to date). These were checked for 
weight, sex and condition . Two Sugar Gliders that wére. brought in 
were not tagged and were treated accordingly and entered in the records. 
The average weight of these small mammals are 100 to 120 grammes each 
but occasionally you can get one up to 170 grammes. Also one Ring-~ 
talies possum was caught in one of the traps. We noticed on some 

rees, well worn tracks, which indicated these were nesting trees. 
We continued walking along the road where Martin had collected 


| 
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some more traps and young David Willbraham volunteered to climb some 
trees to retrieve some traps and we declared that he was a new kind 
of "Possum". . . 

When the Gliders were released with everyone at the ready with 
their cameras, one particular young Glider decided that Bruce Adams 
was particularly inviting and glided straight to him and ran up him 
to take off on the next flight (I don't know who was the most surp- 
pized). Next time Bruce had better don bright coloured trousers so 
that he dosn't get taken for a tree again. We were then fortunate in 
getting a very young Glider which was believed to have been born about 
August 1983 and weighed 108 grammes. 

It was noticed that when the Gliders climb up trees they move 
similar to the Kangaroo by pushing with their back legs and using 
their fore legs to cling. Even when travelling along the ground the 
same leg action was noticed. 


‘We the: proceeded into a paddock on private property to the "glid- 


ing tree” where the A.B.C. filmed the Attenborough Wild Life series. 
Cliders that were trapped in this area were then chegked and finally 
veleased one at a time on the gliding tree, which was an old dead gum. 
“verybody focused their camera and we hope should have some splendid 
slots of the Gliders taking off and gliding to the other trees. One 
“as released on the ground and it was surprizing how fast it covered 
the way to the nearest tree and climbed to the top. It was noticed 
that when the Gliders landed in the tree from a glide they were ag- 
itated by large birds and also free-creepers followed.them up the 
thee. Robins also followed them from tree to tree possibly to get. 
the insects disturbed. It was noticed that some of the Gliders were 
caught repeatedly and it seemed that they went in the trapfor a free 
peed (of 45 traps that were set 12 Sugar Gliders and 1 Ring-tailed 

_ Possum were caught and all were released). While walking over to the 
gliding tree, some members found some orchids Autumn Bird Chiloglo- 
ttis reflexa, Winter Greenhood Pterostylis fischii, and the Gnat 


orchid Acianthus exsertus. 

After leaving Dr. Suckling we made our way to the picnic area in 
Holey Plains State Park were we met the Ranger Mr Peter Laurence, 
After lunch we walked to the fire lookout that the A.P.M. had built 
near the trig point. Some brave members climbed the 85 foot tower to 
the top while others made it to the first landing. . From there Peter 
took us to the ‘Clear Water Lake" a delightful setting just outside 
the park, (the National Parks hope to join. this area with the Holey 
Plains State Park later on). : 

---" Leaving there we travelled through sandy roads back to Cheesum 
Road and on the way we noticed Acacia botrycephala Sunshine wattle in 
full bloom. We then branched off to Jacks Track, Andys Track, and 
Wildflower Track stopping occasionally to admire the numerous Grass 
trees and to see the result of a slow burn fire that had got out of 
control. Following the scenic drive back to the picnic area after a 
bvief stop at Harrier's Swamp, we had a cup of tea and departed for 
home after a most enjoyable day. 

J. Wall. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 20th JUNE 1984 


Corres. Recd:-Dr. Suckling, L.V.Forum re seminars,Mr. Beauglehole 

re book launching, C.C.V. News, Victorian Naturalist, Ecos, Tasman 
T.V., S.G.A.P., Government in Focus, Record of Governments 

Re L.V.Forum:- There are three seminars to be held, re Victorias 
Future Energy Needs. 

NOnadse 10.00a.m. - 1.00p.m. Princes Hili High School July 8th 

No.2. 2.00p.m. - 5.00p.m. Princes Hill High School July 8th 

No.3. 8.00pem. - 10.00p.m. R.M.I.T. July 10th 
Finance:- Bank balance of $276.45. 

Cons. Co-ord.:~ A letter of thanks has been sent to the S.E.C. for 
erecting a three wire fence around McCormacks Road Reserve which 

had been badly burnt just recently. This is to keep motor bike 

riders out of the area to allow regeneration to take place. 

Morwell River Diversion Assessment report produced by the Natural 
Resources and Environment Committee was received. 

Next meeting:- Mr & Mrs J. Wall, 156, Kay Street, Traralgon.26.7, 1984. 
Supper:~ Peg Wall and Pearl Reggae bs ; 
Gwing to power restrictions Mr. D. McPhee the guest speaker on 

Nature Photography for June, had to be cancelled. 

Book launching: - The launching of Mr .C. Beauglehole' s book will be 
held on Friday 7th September, and he will be giving a talk at that ° 

meeting. 

S.G.A.P.:- Mr Bob Finlay of “Puffin Books" will be attending the . 

ap Gigithel’ sé dette at the Morwell Library on 16th July at. 8.00p.m. 

and will bring a pange of Natural Histroy and Horticultural books 

for sale. . 

Traralgon Historical Soc:- At the historical eee e hele on 14th. 
uEnet (Tuesday) at City Reception Rooms, Traralgon, the speaker Mp. 
eter Dunk will talk on “The State of the Rivers". Sippsiand Rivers 
et and present illustrated by slides. 

Field Naturalist members are invited to attend the above meetings. 
Pine Trees:- A working bee has been arranged for the removal of pines 
growing among the wildflowers on the Calignee South Road -. July 14th 
bring shovels. Meet at the Traralgon High SChool 10.00a. m. 

Erratum:~ The Sea Eagle - June edition - David Wilbraham should read. 
Jean Wilbraham. apologies Acting Bese 
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COMING EVENTS 


Friday 24th August 

Mr. Ross Scott 

River Improvements 

Meeting at the Thomson River 
Trust Dept., Cowwarr (opp. Pub) 


at 10.00a.n. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


Committee Meeting 
Meeting 

Speaker 

Subject 

Excursion 


Dhange of Address Sec., 


Tuesday 4th September 


Friday 7th September 
Mr Lindsay Veale 
Touring Africa 


Sunday 9th September 


Tom Fawcetts Property and 


- Native Plant Nursery, Longford. 


Mr David Fitzgerald, 
POL BOX or 


CHURCHILL 3842 Phone. (051) 
22. oe = 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Meeting 


ites PE) i 
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Speaker 


Friday 17th August 

at * Proceed * Hornanby Rie 
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BURNING POLICY IS QUERIED. 


Article from THE ADVERTISER May 7th 1984. 


Permission granted by David L. Cane. 


Sir, The Forests Commission apparently considers the lighting up 
of the forest with “fire balls" from the air, to be controlled burning. 
All of us who have ever seen bushfires in this area, know very well 
that unless there are large amounts of equipment and men present (which 
in this case there are not) and, that after the fire has passed through 
an area, all the stumps and logs are put out, the fire cannot be called 
“controlled", These fires are therefore in my view, uncontrolled burn- 
ing of the bush. 

In recent weeks, we have been subjected to large amounts of smoke 
from these burns in the bush, Most people only considered the very 
dangerous driving problems caused, especially at night, ‘or the lack of 
sunlight on what were possibly the best weeks of autumn, or the smell 
of smoke that filled their houses. What we should have considered, wc 
whether it was all necessary, or have we been "conned" by publicity on 
Fuel Reduction Burning. (The name of this process has changed from 
‘Controlled Burning" for obvious reasons). 

Last year in the Stony Creek area, and this year in the Ben Crua- 
chan area, fires have been started from sparksblown from logs, up to 
four days after the Forests Commission have said that the fires were 
out. These are certainly not the only examples of this type of occu- 
vance ~ there are others. In fact, on many occasions, the controlled 
burning actually gets away, creating major fires. . 

Supports of Fuel Reduction Burning use the 1965 fires as their 
main argument ~ "we must burn the bush or we will have a repeat of '65% 
However, the '65 fires I believe, would not have been nearly as bad if 
it were not for the indiscriminate back-burning that occurred. 

The Forests Commission is aiming to reduce the fuel on the floor 
of the forest, hence lowering the chance of a fire next summer. This 
idealistic thinking is not supported by observations of the results 
of these uncontrolled fires. is 

A very good example of this is at Providence Ponds, where years 
ago it was an area of very tall eucalypt trees, interspersed with 
Banksia trees. Underneath were sparse low heath plants, and many 
other natives, such as correas, dampieras, wedding bushes and prost- - 
vate wattles. . (ote 

Since the Forests Commission has been regularly burning the area, 
bracken ferns have out-competed the native plants. This has led to a 
“assive regrowth of ferns. Whereas natives usually have to regener- 
ate from seed, ferns regrow in a few weeks from their root stock. 

"he Forests Commission claim that the ferns are a fire danger, so they 
urn the area. Once again the ferns out-compete the natives, the pro- 
‘lem is compounded. 
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This example is repeated with either wattles, ferns or tea- tree 
throughout the hills. So instead of reducing the fire danger, the. 


Commission is in my view, creating worse fire conditions each ‘time’ 
they burn. 

There are many other areas where these indiscriminate burns cause 
long-term problems that are just ignored by the Commission and their . 
supporters. The floor of the forest is normally covered with fallen” 
leaves and twigs as well as logs. In time, (usually 5 years or more) 
this organic ‘material decays and returns to the soil as the necessary 


humus and elements required for plant growth. 

.Each time.the Commission burn (usually three years ~ sometimes 
less) they are removing'all this potentialhumus. Eventually this will 
change the soil content and the type of plants that can grow there, so ~ 
changing the forests as we know them. It is ironic that the Minister ~ 

in Charge of Forests, Mr Mackenzie, stated that the loss of Eucalypts 
from the rural environment is the major conservation problem facing 
his department, and yet the Commission continues to burn the forest. 

In spite of the claims that Eucalypt saplings are not harmed in 
their burning-off programs, it can. be readily seen by anyone interest-~ 
ed that many are killed, and others with slight damage allow entry of 
termites and/or fungi, ~ this leads to a huge percentage of Bees that 
are hollow later in their jife. 

One area that is completely overlooked both by the Commission and 
others, is the significant role that insects and spiders play in the 
growth of plants. For example a Huntsman spider can eat UP to 50 
moths a night. Each of these moths could lay hundreds.of eggs which 
hatch into leaf-eating caterpillars. In many cases the spiders are 
the only predator of the moths. 

The spiders are also the main predator of the Elephant Beetle | 
which lays its eggs in the buds of the Eucalypts. pee 

After these hatch, the buds fall of the trees. In this district, . 
these Bud Weevils, as they are called, have totally stripped the: buds 
of the Eucalypts on many ocassions. : 

When the fires go through the bush, the insects usually swe” 
the fires in much greater numbers than the spiders do. This is mainly, 
because the spiders hide under the bark of trees during the day. 


This upsetting of.the balance between leaf/bud eating. insects ‘and 
their predators is creating plague proportions of the léaf-bud- -éating 
insects, which is having a devastating effect on the foliage, and Neice 


trees of our bush. . 

There are many other areas that I’ could talk about. I think every~ < 
one should oppose Fuel Reduction Burning (uncontrolled Indiscriminate 
Burning) of our forest for the following reasons:- 

There is no documented proof that the Fuel Reduction Burning : 

achieves its aim of lowering the fire risk in summer. 


There is a lot of. evidence to show that it actually increases 
the fire danger... 

The massive air. pollution and: ‘dangerous driving conditions it 
creates. 
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The long term effect that regular fires have on the vegetation. 
The change in the insect life after fires leading to a large 
inerease in plant-eating insects. 


David L. Cane. 
STREZLECKI STATE FOREST 


Regardless of the fact that our meeting had to be cancelled due 
to power restrictions a large group met for our monthly excursion to 
the Strezlecki State Forest and Lyrebird Reserve on the Mountain Hut 
Road to look for fungi. We had a very leisurely day except for one 
awkward spot when crossing a creek on a slippery log (no one fell in). 
Camera “buffs" were down on their stomachs photographing all and 
sundry. Fungi, ferns and lichen were plentiful and a few early wild- 
flowers were in bloom. A member picking up a piece of bark debris 
to look closely at the Horse Hair fungi growing on it discovered two 
molluscs, but could not decide at this point whether they were native: 
snails or not, but decided to get further information. This was the 


find for the day. 
A.W. 


MOLLUSCS 


The two species of molluscs found on the State Forest excursion 
in the east side of the road, well into the forest where it was quite 


damp were:- 
Heliocarion niger (Quoy & Saimand 1832) 
Cystopelta_petlerdi: Tate’ 1881. 


Cystopelta pétierdi is the only native slug in Victoria as far 
as is ech Both were found under bark in wood in very damp situa- 


tions. 


and 


Barbara Nielson, 
- NO FIRES 


Some plants that usually require fire or soil disturbance. 
before they flower in any numbers have flowered this year without 
either. There was a beautiful group of Red Beaks with thirty- 
three flowering stalks just on the bank of the road. Then there 

“ were many plants of the Holly Lomatia with lovely tall cream 
Spikes of previllea- like flowers. Could the flowering of these 
. Plants be the result of the severe drought last year? 


-Bon Thompson. 
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LIMITED KEY TO WATTLES 


(Local =~ Glenmaggie to Traralgon South) 


Foliage bipinnate on WERSEEE plants 
Phyllodes present “ 


One prominent gland:between lowest pair of wicawhes ane 
base of petiole. | Flowers from leaf bases. Pinnea 1-6 
pairs; pinnules 6-12 pairs. Flower 6-15 per head. Apr.= 
June. Sunshine Wattle (A.terminalis) 
(A.botrycephala is now terminalis) 
CA. esa is now élata 
Glands placed regularly along rhachis. | One gland at or 
very near each pair of leaflets or pinnae. 


Glands irregularly Dlaced along rhachis. Pinnules very 


close together 30-40 pairs; pinnae 9-20 pairs. Flowers 
terminal. Nov. - Dec. late Black’ Wattle (A. mearnsii) 
Foliage dark green. Flowers pale: ELE To. 'Pinnae eT? 


pairs. Pinnules 15-35. Sept ~ Oct. 


Early Black Wattle AL decurrens). 
Baillie blue-green © _ ria: 
Flowers pale yellow. Pinnae 7-26; pinnules 15-31. Tree 


_, 20-40 ft. Sept. Silver wattle (A. Dealbata) 
' Flowers bright yellow. Pinnae 2-43 pinnules 12-20 
Aug. ~- Sept. a Cootamundra! Wattle (A. baileyana) | 


eee in catkins 


in balls on single peduncles 
un if " in loose racemes 
Phyllodes narrow and pungent with usually one nerve 
Sept. - Oct. Prickly Moses (A. verticillata) 


Phyllodes leaflike., rigid. and pungent withprominent — “ _ 
SERDENES Nerves several to each phyllode. Aug ~ Oct. ~~ 


Spike Wattle (A. oxycedrus) 
Phyllodes leaflike, not pungent and without stipules. 
Phyllodes with 1 or more longitudinal nerves. ete ae 
4," or less wide with mucronate tip and no gland. 
Flowerheads in loose catkins Aug. = Oct. © 


-Narrow-leaf Wattle (A. eceereny 


Phyllodes with 2.or 3 longitudinal veins and net veins: 
Phyllodes more than aE wide, with gland near base. 
Flowers usually in pairs. Sept. = Oct. 

-Sallow Wattle (A. longifolia) 
Phyllodes very narrow or cylindrical and sharp pointed 
Phyllodes leaflike, with wavy edges and with stipules 
that are long, stiff and prickly. Flowerheads large 


and deep yellow Aug - Oct. Hedge Wattle ae 2 n) 
Phyllodes leaflike without stipules | si Bist 


Peduncles: Susy is ingly. at ead bases 
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Peduncles singly and grouped at leaf bases. Phyllodes 
stiff with central nerve raised, Peduncles shorter ‘ 
than phyllodes. Aug. Oct. 
~spreading Wattle™ (Ke ‘eenigtifolia) 
9. Phyllodes flat, pungent, stipules small. and persistant, 
Flowers. pale yellow, peduncles as long as or longer aes 
eather pba eee July ~ Sept. eae 
~Juniper Wattle Gs Von Fagen) 
Phyllodes y “sided, pungent. Flowers golden yellow, ei 
ipcteltsne Leche SOE than the phyllodes: Sept. - ‘Oct. 
- Heath Wattle (A, brownii) — 
16. Phyllodes idl 6 qe long, slightly narrower towards 
‘base, peduncles about as long as phyllodes and 
. Bingly, at leaf bases: Aug. = Oct. — 
rg = Gold-dust Wattle (A. acinacea) 
- Phyllodes more than 1" long with 1 or 2 prominent 
nerves. Peduncles singly or grouped at leaf bases. Ce ; 
least %s" long). Flowerheads deep yellow. Gland ~ 
inconspicuous at base of phyllode on upper margin. 
Young foliage usually bright green or occasionally | 
yellowish - green. . Foliage with distinct odour of 
varnish BOE crushed. Aug. = Oct. + .- Se eae 
= Varnish Wattle (Ae vewniciflua) asses Ss 
jth Phyllodes- with “y main. nerve. “ae i laa UU! 


‘Phyllodes with several: parallel nerves. oie eath Ba HO 
12 Lateral veins not. conspicuous. SUGE (Uisaorun Be Unk 


wt . -%* ~~ eonspicuous, phyllodes shiny, broad, 
gland conspicuous ttowards base = sometimes more ere CL 
than one gland. Flowerheads deep golden yellow: acc % 
Flowers more ‘than 40 in each head. Sept. ~ Oct. a4 
: anthea) 


:.-°~ Golden Wattle (A. C 
13. Phyllodes. short and broad, gland on upper margin 
below middle. Marginal veins conspicuous..° | . 
Plowerheads-« ‘pale yellow, peduncles short,, rowens 
2-4 in each) head July ~ Sept. 


~Myrtle Wattle (A. myrtlifolia) 
Phyllodes 1 narrow and long, thick, dull bliis -green 


one main nerve but lateral veins not conspicuous. 
Flowerheads pale, fragrant | with less than 15 flowers 
in each head. ~Sweet Wattle (A. suaveolens) 

14. Funicle folded under seed. Phyllodes more or less 
sickle-shaped about 5% Jong. Flowerheads pale yellow, 
peduncles thin and long. Jan ~ March. 

--Lightwood (A. implexa) 
Funicle encirculing the seed. Phyllodes dull green, 
usually obtuse. Flowerheads pale with raceme shorter than 
phyllodes. Peduncle rather stout. July - Oct. 


- Blackwood (A. melanoxylon) 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 25th JULY 1984 


Corres. Recd., Latrobe Valley Community Forum., V.F.N.C.Asscn. , 
Traralgon F.N.C., Ministry of Planning & Environment:- projects 
and proposals under review., Gestetner., C.C.V., W.V.F.N.C., North. 
‘Ter. Nats., BENE in Focus., Alternative Technology of Aust., leaf- 
let...S.G.A.P.:= Melbourne Wildflower Show, landscaping your garden; 
“flora of ; Aust. display 4th ~ 5th August 10.00--6. OOp.m. = 10,.00-5.00p.m. 
(9.00a.m. - 10.00a.m. Handicapped persons only) venue Ringwood 
Cultural Centre, Mines Road, Ringwood. . 
Mr Wall and Mr Lubcke attended the meeting for the tree conservation 
committee, held in the Govt., Offices in Traralgon. 
eae ncee:-Bank balance of $343.85. ; 
Cons. Co-ord.,Report from the Energy. Forum., Victorian Brown Coal 
Jevelopment:~ Policy statement., C.C.V., Nat. Parks Asscn., EpOpORe Cs 
peccommendations:~+ L.C.C, Murray Valley area:- were received. 
Yext eee t= Mn & aKEe E, Lubcke, 122a, Helen Street, Morwell. Ls 30, 
rupper rs. Mary Huxley and Mrs. Jean Mercer. 
roa working bee that was arranged with-the permission and co-op 
eeation of the Traralgon Shire Council on the Calignee South Road 
was quite a success. We appreciated the help given by the driver 
vo. Andy Warford of the Road Patrol Truck which was supplied. 
. generous donation was received by the club from Mr L. Costerman | 
from the sale of his books at the monthly meeting. 
Traralgon F.N.C. change of address: Sec., Mr. David Fitzgerald, 
P,0. Box 5 Churchi one (051) 22 1104. 
Members:~ We require urgently more copy in the way of nature notes 
and nabural history. NOW. 
LOST:~ ON MAY EXCURSION (MAMMALS) 1 SMALL EYE PIECE MAGNIFYING GLASS 
PLEASE RETURN TO Mise M. Austin 


ALL WILDFLOWERS ARE PROTECTED. 


| 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.N.C. 
TRARALGON F.N.C. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


HON. SECRETARY . 


Mrs I.Peterson 


14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840 
"phone. 342129 


Mr Maclean 
P.0.BOx 302 
SALE 3850 
‘phone 4538238 


D.H.Fitzgerald - 
R.M.B.1360 
Jumbuk via Yinnar 


Mr J.Brooks 

3 Nobel Street 
WARRAGUL 3820 
"phone 231563 


Mrs E.McCoy 
24 Goold Street 
BAIRNSDALE 3875 


Due March 1st, Payable to Hon Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 


FAMILY $10.00 


MEETINGS. 


7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 
Regional Education 


_Cantre, Kirk St HOE. 


8.00pm on lst. Friday 
each month, Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond Street 


~ SALE. 
8.00pm on ist Friday 


each month, at L.V. 


~ Education Building 


Kosciusko St.School 
TRARALGON. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month at 

166 Sutton Street 
WARRAGUL. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month. C.W.A.Hall 
BAIRNSDALE. 


Mrs A.Stewart 
POR bOxsmel Og 
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Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club. 
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Mrs L.Padfield 
99 Chamberlain Rd. 
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LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. a | 

ee ee = ees . eee 28th aeeeubekt 

Speaker: eos he eet Malcolm Calder 


SRD eC be cee ee tee ee lt nattonsot Orchids. | 
EEE = ee ies Ae eraser Road Reserve a0 00a.m. 


‘TRARALGON i N. Ce ne . ee 


Committee meeting Se Se dea 2nd etopes” 
Meeting Friday Sth October 
Speaker ee See ae Mee Merb: Guyatt. 
Subject © res Se ee Waterbirds — 
Eee oS Pager ae eee eae Ons South Recedine aOR 
eS oe es NOWds. Morass s(MouthsoteLatrobe=. 
-—- River) Sunday 7th October. — 
2 Campout at Walkerville 
Reig ae eee a a ne 
Change of Address Sec., = #=‘M bs David Ee te a : 
ch > pohil 3642 1 Phone cos.) 


i oo on Friday 7th) September, 


Special excursion «To conduct a a survey on ac. Yellow 
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NATIVE TREES and SHRUBS of SOUTH EASTERN AUSTRALIA 
by MR. LEON COSTERMANS 


Mr. Costermans took. us on a.rapid tour through representative 
sections of the South Eastern Australian area. It. was noticed that 
State boundaries are of no consequence to plants, but have an inhib- 
iting effect on those recording the natural world. Separate geolog- 
ical maps of the three states are rather ill fitting. ; 

We tend to think of the Mallee as being the North West corner of 
Victoria. However, it extends well into South Australia and down to 
the coast. Although most areas have fairly loose edges the Sydney 
basin, a geologically and botanically. distinct area is sharply defined. 

Abrupt geological changes cause abrupt botanical changes as was 
shown in a slide of Mount Buffalo where sedimentary rock gave way to 
granite. Many plants have adapted to Australias long history of 
uncontrolled fires. A sequence of slides showed three ways plants 
regenerate after a fire:- i fae Ai 

- Regeneration from lignotubers at the base of the trunk. 
The sprouting of epicormic shoots from buds under bark 
of trunk and limbs. 
By seed dropped into ash in conditions of increased 
light and warmth... 
The frequency of fire is a critical factor. Frequent fires can elin~ 
inate a species which needs a long time to set viable seed whereas _ 
infrequent fires can spell doom to short lived species which need 
fire to release their seeds. ‘! 

- Along the Southern coast, salt and wind make the going tough for 
plants. Grasses on the frontal dunes take the brunt of weather 
conditions with such plants as Acacia longifolia var. .sophorae, 
Banksia integrifolia and Leptspermun laevigatum coming up in the 
rear. On exposed areas where there is poor acidic soil, often of 
granite origin the vegetation is heath characterized by low prickly 
small leafed plants. fh Seah 

When identifying plants the geography of an area must be taken™ 
into consideration. Although some species such as Casuarina litt-_ 
oralis and Eucalyptus vininalis are wide spread, many species are 
confined to a particular geographical area. Amongst the eucalypts, 
the stringy barks and peppermints tend to be found in the foothills 
whereas the boxes are more a dry country tree. feo 

The Grampians which is an isolated island surrounded by plains 
contains a wealth of plant life. Approximately 1/3 of Victorias © 
plants are found in this area and approximately twenty plants are 
found only there.. Several plants found in the Grampians do not appear 
acain within hundreds of miles (or Kilometres) from that locality. 

From East Gippsland to South Eastern New South Wales there is a 
wide variety in aiineeen soil and topography. There are remnants of 
uel see in this area in which eucalypts are excluded. Mallacoota 
Tnlet is a sunken river valley. Cypress pine and White Box are found 
in dry country around part of the Snowy River. 


LATROBE’ VALLEY NATURALIST D -ISSUE NO. 249 SEPTEMBER 1984 


In our moist forests Eucalyptus sieberi (Silvertop) likes the dry 
shallow soils on the Northern ethic Of hill tops. This attractive tree 
has thick bark to near its top, then silvery branches. Vivid red new 
growth also gives this one away. Below the Silvertops may be found 
such trees as Eucalyptus radiata (Narrow leaf peppermint) and below 


these again are Eucalyptus cypellocarpa (Mountain grey gum), 
Victoria's forests also contain the tallest flowering plants in the 
world -° Eucalyptus regnans- (Mountain Ash) 

The desert. country around the Victorian = South Australian border 
has specialised vegetation capable of handling the low unreliable 
rainfall and deep mobile sands of low fertility. There is no problem 
cin- gathering the easily reached fruits of the Mallee Eucalypts. In 
this country different sands carry different plants especially with 
the’ eucalypts. However, there are some areas where there are no 
cucalypts. -In-many parts of inland Australia acacias are the dominant 
plant. : pein oe ta tae. t= Oa 
'. . After taking us for a highly interesting trip around our part of 
the world our guest speaker was warmly thanked, then put to work 
again autographing copies of his book. 


John Mewett. 
. EXCURSION IN THE WET ~TYERS - BOOLA BOOLA 


.. ..» The:weather promised to be lousy and.it was! In spite of the 
-nisors of a typical July day in Gippsland. 25 intrepid Field Natur~ 
alists made the most of having both Mr. Léon Costermans and Miss 
Jean Galbraith on hand to enlighten us. Te hee He: 

At our first stop by the roadside north of Tyers town Mr Coster~ 
mans showed .us how to use a field guide made up of extracts from his 
book... Enthusiasts scattered in all directions to put it to the test 
_(forttinately none were skittled). Within a small area a.considerable 
number of plants were identified. Some of the species were Acacia 
pycnantha Golden Wattle, Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood; Bucalyptus 
padiata Narrow leaf peppermint, Eucalyptus viminalis-Manna gum, 


Eucalyptus obliqua. Messmate. a 
ee SNES lioness along the road environmental changes were 
“noted through land clearance and development. We pushed further 


north into the Boola Boola forest. The steady rain brought the brollies 


out here! Amongst the attractive plants in flower were Banksia spin- 
‘ulosa,Epacris impressa, and Hakea sericea Muellerina eucalyptoides 
. Creeping Mistletoe, Leucopogon epicoides Pink beard Heath, Hibbertia 
acicularis Prickly Guinea Flowers, Eucalyptus siebéri Silvertop, 
Fucalyptus consideniana Prickly Stringy~bark, I realized that the 
“position to be in was Somewhere between Miss Galbraith and Mr. Cost- 
‘ermans. so as to make good use of the expertise of one or the other. 
As the weather deteriorated our somewhat dampened group had 
lunch. at the Moondarra Reservoir picnic shelter after carefully neg~ 
otiating the track in. eet mean : : atnectgs 
A stroll (and a slide for some) around the Wirilda Nature Walk 
finished the outing. At different points along the track Mp Coster- 


| 
| 
: 
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mans would explain items of interest. Some species show significant 
variations in foliage and form, with such variations sometimes occur- 
ing within one area. A final bit of fun for some of us consisted 
in searching for the biggest Eucalyptus globulus leaf. Mine was 56cm. 
long but Ollie Thompson's specimen which was as long, and % as wide 
again and not chewed, was the pick of them (apparently the record is 
approximately 75cm). | 
-Mid-afternoon saw an end to our activities and after thanking 
and saying goodbye to our dedicated leaders, the group split and 
bolted for home and a hot “cuppa”. 


John Mewett. 
KEY: TO PEA FLOWERS = FAMILIES 


PED FLOWERS Clover-like leaves, wavy edges. Flower scarlet 
(stamens 9 € 1) | 
Creeper Running Postman (Kennedya) 


PURPLE §& BLUE FLOWERS A. Slender shrubs 

B. True pea flowers. Pinnate leaves. Hairs 

on calyx & pod. (stamens 9 & 1) 
Indigo (Indigofera) 

B, Not true pea flower. Entire lanceolate 
leaves. No standard. Flowers pinkish 
blue. Pyramid Bush (Comesperma) 

A. Creepers. 
C. True pea flowers 
D. Entire dark leaves. Tough stems. 
Flowers in racemes. (stamens free) 
Purple Coral Pea (Hardenbergia) 
D. Leaflets three. Weak twiner. | 
(stamens united in tube) (Glycine) 

C, Not true pea flowers. Practically no 
leaves. No standard. 

Love Creeper (Comesperma) 
A. Small plants. Leaves entire oval to lance~ 
olate. Flowers in clusters at leaf base. 

(stamens united) True pea flowers. (Hovea) 

YELLOW FLOWERS A. Leaves three narrow leaflets joined at 
, ; base. (Stamens free) dark blue buds. 
Wedge Pea (Gompholobium) 
A. Leaves three clover-like leaflets with 
tiny stems. (stamens united) in tube open 
on upper side. Golden Tip (Goodia) 
“YELLOW & BROWN FLOWERS A. Stamens free. | 

B. With stipules (small, black, broad at 
base). Standard longer than wings. 
Leaves alternate.Bush Peas (Pultenae) 

B. Without stipules. 

C. Leaves narrow, alternate. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 4 ISSUE NO. 249 SEPTEMBER 1984 


Kennydia 
Comesperma 
Daviesia 
Goodia 


Indigofera 


D. Curve@ upwards giving chann- 
elled effect on the upper 
surface. Standard broader 
than long, Kidney shaped. Pod 
Inflated 

Parrot Peas (Dillwynia) 

D. Curved under giving channelled 
effect on the under surface. 
Standard not broader than long. 
Bonnet-shaped. Pod inflated. 

(aotus) 

C. Leaves large, alternate and bitter. 
Standard as long as wings. Pods 
triangular. Bitter Peas (Davi esia) 

A. Stamens united. 
E, With stipules (thin & hairlike)} 
Stamens united in tube (9) and 
1 free. Leaves small. Standard 
almost circular, as long as 
wings. Pods Flat. _(Bossiaea) 
E. With stipules (bract-like). 
“JStamens united in lower half - 
like a hand. Leaves. very stiff, 
opposite and large. Standard 
longer than wings. Calyx very 
hairy. Pods flat. Flat Peas 
(Platylobium) 


Lewis Kennedy 1775-1818 — Nuseryman. 


‘15 species all Australian. 


Koma - hair of the head sperma - seed. Tufts of hair on 


‘seed. 


Hugh Davies. Welsh botanist 1739-1821. 60 species = 

all Australian - mostly Western Australian. 

Peter Good. Collector under R.Brown, H.M.S. Investigator. 
Died Sydney 1803. 2 Australian species. 

Indigo bearing. 2 tropical species produce indigo. 350 
species in warmer parts of globe. 


Gompholobium Gomphes ~ a club. .lobos ~ pod. Clubshaped pod, 
Hardenbergia After Countess von Hardenberg - sister of Baron von 


Pultenaea 


fotus 


Hugél who collected plants in Western Australia 1833. 
Richard Pulteney - English botanist 1730-1801. 

90 species - all Australian. 

A =~ not, Otos ~ ear. Referring to bracteoles. 12 species 


Pm ah data lvans 


Dillwynia 
PLlatylobium 


Rossiaea 


L.W. Dillwyn, English botanist 1778-1855, 12 species ~— 
all Australian. 

Platys - Elat,lobos - pod. Hence Flat-peas. 4 species 

all Australian. . 

Bossieu de la Martiniere, botanist on La Perouse expedit- 
ion. Expedition = perished on reefs near Island of 


NAR UISEEe in: 1788. 
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Hovea A.P. Hove, Polish collector for Kew Gardens. 12 species - 
all Australian. 
Glycine Glykys = sweet. ae 
“Using A Botanical Key" see July..'84 Naturalist. 


EXTRACT FROM A-LETTER SENT TO MISS JEAN GALBRAITH. 


GOLDEN PUFF = "A prickly wattle near our 
BA. pei STALK 


with prickles which are the 
spine of each tiny narrow leaf 
{APEX extended sharply in a thorn. 
The flowers are golden-puffed 
Bi shaped each on a 4" or slightly 
< longer red stalk, that comes 
out from where two leaves join 
the main stem. As the tree is 
prickly leafed we all avoid it 
and yet.its sparse foliage and 
delicately red stemmed flowers 
are very austere and.beautiful. 
Raised scars are where: leaves 


yar | when they fall." Probably 
ie could be Kurara Acacia _tetra- 


: gonophylla. 


ree Ties - GOANNAS — 

One hot day in January we were checking out plants in swampy | 
areas in the Mullungdung Forest. We came over the top of a rise in 
the road and there was a goanna casually walking (if you can use -that 
word for a goanna's gait) along the road towards us. Ollie stopped: 
the car and the engine and we sat and waited to see what the goanna 
would do. It came on towards us as if we were not there. ‘It paused 
and inspected the two wheels on the side of the car it passed:and 
then casually continued on its way. We had talked quietly as it went 
past; but that did not appear to worry ates WES have come to the con- 
clusion that it is movement and perhaps loud noises that startle 
goannas. i 

During the day we saw five goannas in all from what we assumed 
was an old one to a half-grown (by size) younger one. The other four 
moved off quickly but that could have been because we were close 
before we saw them and so could not stop far enough away. 


Bon Thompson. 


caravan, about seven foot high; 


and flower stems rise , left... .. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 22nd August 1984, 


Corres. recd.,; Gestetner., Ecos., Vic. Nat., Roadside Conservation 
Com., Chalky's Restcuraht.,Alpine Australian Calender., North East. 
Nats., $.G.A.P., Northern Territory Nats., Gypsy Point Lodge., C.C.V.. 
News., A.C.F., Government in Focus., Mrs. Lorna Long., (Padfield) 
Mrs. Mattie Sterkenberg., 

Finance., Bank balance is $232.90. 

Sec., reported that Bunnerong Lodge at Baw Baw has been booked for 
January long week-end. 

Morwell Council were notified on deterioration of Wirilda Nature 
Walking Track at Moondarra Reservoir. 

Mrs Jane Calder will be changing her subject for the October meeting 
to'a talk on the Grampians. 

CONGRATULATIONS! to Mrs E. Brewster who has been granted an honorary 
membership of the Victorian Field Naturalist Club. 

Cons. Co-ord.,. reported a submission was sent - re Murray Valley 
avea. Letter received from Department of Conservation Forest and 
Land ~ on timber inquiry. 

“4 census has been. commenced on the regrowth in the new Traralgon 
South Reserve also on the New Callignee South Road. : 

Next meeting. ,will be held at the home of Mrs. Iris Peterson, 14, 
Sarpy Street, Morwell. at 7.30.p.m. on Wednesday 26th September. 
Supper., Mrs. V. Larsen and Mrs. V, Plant. 


Reminder. , Launching of Mr Cliff. Beauglehole's book on Friday 7th 
September at the usual venue at 8.00p.m. Please bring a plate . 


Extra., An excursion will be held to conduct a survey on the Yellow 
bellied Parrot at Jack Smith's Lake on 8th September, meeting at 
Gormandale Hall at 10.00a.m. Bring rubber boots. — aa ER 
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Mr Scott gave an outline of the Thomson and Latrobe River Improve- 
ment Trust's history, projects and hopes for the future. = | 

Firstly the Latrobe.and then the Thomson River Trusts were formed 
as separate identities, but have since amalgamated with one committee.» 
Mr Scott was previously consulting engineer to both Trusts and now is 
consultant to the combined Committee. — | ries 7 

At first the two trusts were comprised mainly of farmers who were 
concerned that in times..of heavy rains the rivers were encroaching on | 
their land, particularly in times of flood, making the land useless — 
for part of the year. | ae 

Top priority was given to works that allowed a free flow of water 
in the rivers, then control,erosion,and revegetate the banks. Always” 
they did their best with the limited finance availavle but were mostly 
repairing damage done after a major crisis, little could be earried out 
to prevent the destruction. OSS Hts 

However with experience gained over the years the policies of the 
Trusts have changed with more and more emphasis being placed on slowing 
the water into the rivers, environmental and aesthetic aspects consid-- 
ered, preventative work, not only of the actual river bank but indeed 
well away from the Latrobe and Thomson Rivers themselves. Many of the 
problems actually begin in the catchment areas. The change in land use, 
possibly miles from the actual river has caused too much water to run 
too fast making it impossible for rivers to cope. Clearing trees, allow- 
ing cattle to graze with unlimited access to the river, clearing for 
development, channelling storm water from town, roads etc., all add to 
the water flow. The principle is that water always find its own level 
and whether it rushes or just seeps away is the key to how much erosion 
it causes on the way and how quickly the rivers rise. Under this new 
policy the Trust in order to slow down the speed of the water entering 
the rivers many thousands of trees have been planted, some well away 
from the actual river, trial and error as regards the best species, but 
over all it is likely that trees that were previously found growing in 


the area will prove to be the best suited for the job. 
A video, made by the Australian Broadcasting Corporataoncof the 
break away of Rainbow: Creek from the Thomson River which happened dur- 


ing heavy flood in 1952 and the Trust's mammoth task to effectively 


stabilise its badly eroded banks and to manage this new river was 
shown. Rainbow Creek is a lot steeper, than the Thomson and the water 


“just rushed down for 12 kilometres, cutting 28 properties in ‘two, des- 
troying roads, 


bridges and railway line in its wake before re-entering 
the Thomson River. This film showed that later the Cowwarr Weir was 
built and this helped to control the flow of water. The strategy by the 
Trust with the co-operation of most of the farmers was to try to stab- 
jlise the deep banks using massive concrete block groynes strategically 
placed so that they took the full force of the water helping to reduce 
the flow considerably and protect the banks from the devastating scour- 


ing by planting willows which so far have proved the most effective 


trees as they have a matted root system, sprout easily and are exceed- 
ingly quick growing. (don't mind getting their feet wet, or in some 


; 
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case their heads!) To make the river flow to a definite course silt was 
moved to one side and a program of reclamation started on this higher 
ground within the gorge. Also the area 100 yards from the edge of the 
upper bank was fenced,grassed and trees planted in an effort to consol- 
idate the immediate area. This means that the farmers have lost the use 
of several acres of land in the short term, but it is hoped that by 
holding the banks of the river no further loss of land will occur. Quite 
apart from the need to help the actual farmers in their plight some~ 
thing on a big scale had to be carried out as the whole community was 
affected, roads, bridges and railways lost, valuable top soil carried 
via the rivers to Lake Wellington. 

Mr. Scott then showed slides of Eaglehawk Creek which is a tribut~ 
ory of the Latrobe River. Clearing, draining and run off water into 
the stream, has, over the years increased the flow of this once quiet 
river so that parts are now 15 metres deep and 25 metres wide. The 
river becomes a raging torrent in times of heavy rains and bad erosion 
is evident. The Trust is stabilising the banks, reinforcing the bottom 
of a section with massive concrete blocks to stop the undermining of: 
the bridge, fenced the area and planted trees, but the task is daunt- 
ing and very long term and needs Dollars and Dollars to redress the 
damage and manage the area. Some of Eaglehawk's problem is caused by 
Yorkie's Gully, several miles away. 

This gully was originally caused in the early 1900's by a farmer 
whose paddocks were low lying and under water for half the year. He 
ploughed a furrow across. the bottom of the hills to channel the water. 
away from his property. Over a period of about 70 years this plough. 
furrow has become a gorge 30feet deep and ever widening. The Trust, .. 
together with the Soil Conservation Authority have worked on this pro- 
ject but the force of the flood waters when they come is enormous and 
has even washed away the concrete weirs and shutes, that have been 
erected. It-is far beyond the present landholder to redress this dis- 
astrous situation on his own. It is in the communities best interest 
to help. As mentioned. before, the water in this gully runs into Eagle- 
hawk Creek beyond Gicnzarry * and then on into the Latrobe River, mak- 
ing bridges, roads etc., unsafe. It is most frustrating for the Trust 
to be kept so short of funds when gullies like this worsen every day 
and need urgent attention to rectify the problems. . 

Mr Scott summed up the evening by saying that the whole community 
should -be involved in river control and maintenance as the very water 
they drink, roads, bridges and railways are at stake. We all should 
be more aware of the actions taken by developers, town planners, indust- 
ries, forestry, farmers etc., Uncontrolled clearing and burning of land; 
channelling water, over-grazing can all cause big trouble. Any action 
that makes too much water run too fast into rivers should be avoided at 
all costs. Pg . 

The banks of the actual rivers must be protected to at least 100. 
metres, be fenced, grassed and trees planted. Animals should be kept.» 
away and only allowed limited access for drinking. Public access to 
areas for recreational ‘purposes allowed. The areas to be managed by 
cither farmers, owners, Trust.or Crown Land Management. If these areas 
are not managed properly rabbits and hares will increase and undermine 


hel 


_., Plants. 
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the banks again. Fires are to be avoided at all cost or the whole pro- 
blem will start. again. — Si 

The extra finance available only in crisis situation could be very 
costly both in money and environmentally....., it always costs more to. 
try to restore the affects of a disaster than if money had been forth- 
coming before the:crisis so that preventative work could have been carr- 
ied out. ; ps RS 

Mr, Scott said that it was a matter of much urgency that much more . 
finance be made available for the Trust and other Authorities concern-. | 
ed with river and land management. The faults and causes have been 
recognised and can only be redressed by sound long planning, prevent- 
ative action taken and effectively managing the catchment. 

Mr. Scott had given us food for thought and we looked forward to 
the excursion to see these projects that he had explained so well. 


EXCURSION TO SEE RIVER IMPROVEMENTS. 


We assembled at the Trust's depot at Cowwarr and while enjoying 
a cup of, tea viewed a gallery of photographs taken of river projects 
portraying the progress made by the Trust. Mr Scott introduced Mr. 
Gooch, the Chairman of the Trust who gave a short talk on the policies, 
projects and aims for the future. 5 ES ae 

We then set off for Mr. Rice's property on Rainbow Creek, parking 
the cars high above the river, where during the disastrous floods of 
1952 was underwater. It is history now but it must have been an awe- 
inspiring sight and heart-breaking for the farmers to have had to stand 
by helplessly while acres of their farmland were gouged away, headed 
for Lake Wellington. . ae 

The video we had seen the evening before had been filmed several 
years ago so we were now looking at the progress that had taken place 
in the intervening years. ; MET. 

The river itself was flowing the course set for it by the Trust 
and the flow is controlled by the Cowwarr Weir. We walked down to the 
reclaimed area that was well grassed and had a good covering of trees. 
A lovely stand of self sown Black Wattles had a good hold and was just 
about to flower. On the opposite bank we saw the enormous groynes ~ 
doing the job that the Trust had planned. They should in times of — 
heavy flow act as buffers, taking the full brunt of water, reducing its 
flow and thus also reducing the devastating scouring and break-up of 
the river banks. Silt had built up in between these groynes as pre- 
dicted and the Willows that were planted so close to the waters edge to 


stabilise the bank have grown well and are holding the soil so that the 


more slower regeneration of native species can take place. ' 


“We were told that 2 kinds of fish have been noted and soon the 


Fisheries and.Wildlife will re-stock the river. Several Platypus have 
have been sighted, a nest of either brush or swamp rats seen. The 


“birdlife has altered and Teal and Black duck are now in the area. We 


saw near the road a vertical drop of about 12. foot where these massive 
sroynes had been erected that were now all but covered by silt and. 
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The area well back has been planted | with hundreds of trees and it was 
interesting to see some: doing much better -than others, tea trees, mel- 
alleucas, several species of wattle-and cucalypts were all doing well. 
There was also a great difference in the growth of grass between the - 
fenced area and the grazed area. This would all help reduce the fast. . 
run off into the river. 

We continued on our way to Cowwarr Park +o" see the work being 
undertaken there. This area, with its vertical sides is hard to stab- 
ilise and regenerate and’ ‘must be a continual. worry to the Trust also 
the residents of Cowwarr. The Trust has set the~river on:‘a definite 
course, levelled a section of the bank, carted tgns of gravel to build 
it up and planted trees. While on the sides of the banks at waters 
edge have been planted Basket, Crazy and other willows which are’ grow-_ 
ing well; . able to bend; be layered, allowing for.new, quick, heavier: 
srowth. When we saw. it ‘the river -was running: on Qourse:; but, the: Opp= 
osite bank looked a long way away, So when it is in full: flood it must “** 
be a most impressive sight. .A.real headache for thosé* trying to! ‘een 
trol it, wondering alI the time if their efforts are going to stand ~! 
the test. So far so good; but it must be frustrating for.them when 
these valuable- trees, along the bank are chopped. down” in needless, wan- 
ton destruction as we “saw. 2 

We came back.to the depot: for our barbeque lunch and. then onto st 
Eaglehawk Creek... This’ creek was a picture of innocence when we saw anes 
but the scoured,: arid deep eroded walls. on either side told their: own. 
story of past flooding The Trust had stabilised a section of. the 
bottom of’ the cneek eh large concrete blocks so that the fall of thet: 
water wouldn’ ‘tt undermine the foundations of the bridge, also parts of * 
the wall of the creek that receives the full force of the water was 
lined. with ‘these blocks. Willows again had been planted at waters. one 
edge-and 100 yards batk from the bank had been fenced. Cattle are not 
allowedand trees of various kinds have been planted. The cause of most ° 
of the trouble is not in this area, but several miles further away, °/.. 
so until something is done further up the track to combat this SUPg~ - 
ing.-torrent of water that scours and erodes as it flows, this: rivers 
condition will continue to deteriorate. * as ad 
Part of Eaglehawk's Creek problem is Yorkies Gully, mentioned by Mr. 
Scott the evening before. * This gully was started in the early 1900's 
by a farmer practicing. farm management as he saw it. In the light of 
present knowledge it would make a good excercise for agricultural 
students, developers,planners as a classical See of what not to 
do and how to rectify the destruction caused. Over a period of about 
70 years the furrow that the farnier “ploughed : “to channel water off his 
property has eroded and gullied to such an extent that it will take 
years and thousands of dollars to repair. The Trust and Soil Conserva- 
tion Authority have done some work on it but lack of funds and further 
recent floods have hampered their attempts. Control of the gully head 
is the first consideration as it will then help to steer the water in 

a definite route and this in turn will control what action takes place 
further down stream. The force of the water in this gully must be 
enormous as a concrete weir and shute weighing several tons was eroded 
out of balance and tumbled further along down the gully!!! This great 
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volume of water flows. down into Eaglehawk Creek and then into the 
Latrobe River. vn 

The irony of the whole thing is that water always finds its own, 
level, which means that the very paddocks the farmer wanted to protect 
are now being drained into the lower level of water in the gully, mak- 
ing the land very dry in the summer. The gully is forever widening 
and lengthening. Tunnel erosion of the paddocks is evident so more 
land is likely to be lost. | 

We then went to see where Wade's Creek recently broke its bank, 
flooding the surrounding area and making a new entry into the Latrobe 
River. The Trust quickly blocked this new entry and made the river 
revert to its original. course. They built up the area with tons of 
rocks, stones and soil, fenced and planted hundreds of trees. We were 
told that when the Morwell River is diverted it is planned that it 
should enter the Latrobe at this peint. It is felt that much study and 
croper planning for the event must be cxercised. ; 

During the day we had seen much destruction caused by natural ele- 
=onts, but mainly due to what is called progress with often needless 
clearing and bad land use and management making the resulting excess run 
-<£ water too much for the rivers to cope. 

We heard of the co-operation between landholders, Government Depar- 
<mentg, Councils and this is to encouraged. 

Tt was a wonderful experience to meet such an enthusiastic team, 
“rom the Commissioner down, all believing in what they were doing and 
very proud of their achievements. It was also very interesting to meet 
some of the concerned landholders, some of whom were affected by the 
damage caused by the rivers and others not personally affected but con- 
cerned never-the-less and co-operating with the Trust. 

Though Mr. Scott's address and well organised excursion showed only 
a couple of examples we more fully appreciate the magnitude of the 
problems. There are no easy overnight solutions to these problems, some 
of which have taken nearly 100 years in the making. The solutions can 
only be long term projects and the Trust has started these with preven- 
tion management and restoration programs. It will take much work by a 
dedicated team and thousands of dollars to do all that needs to be done. 
Tt is essential that we as a community support the Trust in their efforts 
on our behalf. 


Eric Lubeke and Iris Peterson. 


* ~~ * Cae ie 6 ’ 


-. * Water from : 5 joining paddocks and puns 
off into Glengarry and then finally finishes up. at Eaglehawk Creek 
as nofmal draindge. ~~ riggers . ape del Sat venet hey 
hirs. Iris Peterson arclogises for any misundyrstanding of © 


e 4 
Yorkies, Gully A ; Rig Se ms a , } SEES Reet 
Cry Ed asian! © Dy etny i 


MOUNT GALORE 


& Place Worth Visiting 

Last Wednesday Francie and I went on our much HOE tROred trip to 
the Mount Galore Reserve, 16 kilometres north of peerers New South 
Vales. It was the last of a week of fine days and has been wet ever 
sincé’ sovwe were blessed. We left at 7.45a.m..and arrived at 10. ee Te 
stopping just out of Lochart for a cup of tea. 

I took an R. A. C.V. map of the Riverina which showed us Just 
where’ €0/ go; 

Mr. Pritchard who is in charge of the reserve was there with some 
workmen. They had just brought a load of sand. He came over and said 
a busload of people had put off their trip for two weeks so he could 
give us all his time. 

He told us to drive our car to the picnic area because he said 
“IT would hate the truck to side-swipe your nice car", 

All the roads, buildings, lookouts and plantations were Mr. 

Pvitchards idea and/or work when he was shire engineer for 17 years. 
He was able to use Council labour and equipment to do the work.There 
is a plaque in his honour on a big piece of red sandstone at the 
entrance. He looks about 70. 

He has travelled all over Australia many times, and has some 


pare and beautiful. plants and you would have been fascinated with 


them. 

The two picnic areas have buildings, shelters and toilets. 
They are all built of the local red sandstone and all fit in so well 
with the surroundings and the red shaley soil. Mount Galore is the 
only mountain in miles of flat wide wheat and sheep country, so you — 
ean get a very extensive view all round although it is only 200' high. 

Mr. Pritchard drove us along several roads, all well graded — 
sravel, put in while he was shire engineer. 

There were sheets of tiny white everlastings. Francie said they 
were like those in the north. The native trees were Grey Box and 
Murray Pines with some Red Gum and Dlakelpys Red Gun. 


The bluebells and yellow everlastings (Wahlenbergia stricta) 
and (Helichrysum DEaCEe Seu were all in flower, and = found a 
Fairy Waxflower. 3 


There were. casurinas ana Golden Wattles (Acacia pyenantha) and 
others but their flowers were over. 
After we had lunch we explored the plantations he has fenced 
off mown and planted. One was acacias: one Calothamnus, one 
grevilleas, one hakeas , one Emu-bushes, and sc on. I Haven't seen 


So many Calothamnus in flower since we were in Western Australia. 
Every plant was staked with a number on each stake and he carried 


_ papers with the names on. 


Francie was enthralled with the emu bushes, red, orange, purplc, 
and a lovely yellow form of Eremophila maculata called E. maculata 
aurea. Oh? he had some rare and beautiful things! He had your book 
and nd knew a UGE more than we eine but said he was IO a pOL aps Ee 


JB Be ge, 
“ ' 
~ wee te - cal Pas . 
. * Cis, * - 


“tips oe Ak - - ey: ean alka Sy tir, 2 
‘ae sas ap oe hie ori hse - * vane : 
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I saw Eucalyptus torquata there and it reminded me of the beaut~ 
iful Coral Gum we saw long ago near Nhill, covered in coral-red 
lampshade buds. Mp Pritchard showed us Eucalyptus woodwardii with big 
yellow blooms and silvery leaves, and £.Macrocarpa with huge blooms 
like door handles. He said we had seen only about an eighth of it all 
and we would have to stay a night or two at a motel to see it all? 

He showed us a patch of Quondong trees and found green fruit and seeds, 
and there were a few Kurrajongs with thick trunks. They are related 
to bottle trees. 

The sun came out sometimes but mostly it was cool, still and cloudy 
~ an ideal day for the trip. We arrived home at seven and were told it 
had rained all the afternoon. 

Of course Mr Pritchard has retired now, but he says the only diff- 
evence it makes is that he doesn't get paid! ; 

He has 126 species of grevilleas at Mount Galore. 

The boot of his car was full of well grown young hakeas in pots... 
he had propagated them from cuttings . Some were in bud or even in 
flower. He unloaded them near the hakea patch where he would plant. 
them next day. 

Part of a letter from May Galbraith 
tc Jean Galbraith. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


The President and Committee would like to thank all members for 
their united support, especially the ladies for their sumptuious _ 
supper at the launching of Mr. Cliff Beauglehole's book “The District 
and Conservation of Vascular Plants in South Gippsland”. Also I wish 
to tender my thanks to Mr. Beauglehole for the donation of his book 


to the Club, and his most interesting eae ee 
o vet ° 


ne enema car cee nen 


Some unusual aspects of wildflowers have occurred this year. 
There have been several reports of unusual white forms of flowers 
this season. At Wilson's Promontory we saw a white form of the 
lovely deep purple Swainson Pea. Also a group of the orchid Pink 
Fingers was all white except for the identifying red stripes on the 
columns and tongues. A white-flowered form of the Poverty Raspwort 
was flowering at Yallourn North. Eric reported photographing a white 


Fringe Lily. 


Bon Thompson. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 26th SEPTEMBER 1984. 


Corres. Recd., F.N.V.C., Sister Phillips - re land at Gormandale. , 
C.C.V., - agenda and newsletter. Churchill Apex Club ~- re fun day. 
Weta., Geelong.Naturalist, Northern Territory Naturalist., $.G.A.P., 
Northern Territory News.,°North Eastern Naturalist., Govt. in Focus., 
(2) Review Environment Assessment., ” 

inance:~ Bank Balance $257.30. Further paper for Naturalist to be 
purchased. Ais 
Next Business meeting:~ Mrs. Mary Huxley, Narracan Saturday 20th — 
October at 12.00 NOON Members are asked to bring folding chairs. 
Supper:~ Mrs. June Lubcke and Mrs Bon Thompson. pen pas 
Programme Meeting: Will be held at the home of Mrs. McElroy, 35, 
Latrobe Road, Morwell on the 10th October at 7.30p.m. This meeting 
is open to all members. 


Orange-bellied Parrot Survey:- No birds sited owing to high water 


Corres. out:=- 3 letters sent supporting the Latrobe -Thomson River 
Improvement Trust application for grants.., 


TRARALGON F.N.C. Change of address Sec., Mr. David Fitzgerald, 
©.0. Box 175. Churchill 3842. Phone (051) 22.1104. 


Baw Baw:- Will members who wish to go to Baw Baw on the long week~ 
end in January let the Secretary know at the next meeting. 


elie [ie | Pee] 
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POLLINATION OF ORCHIDS 


In introducing the subject of the floral biology of orchids Dr. 
Calder drew attention to the particular biological role of flowers in 
the reproduction of plants. Botanists place great significance on the 
structure of flowers in support of the classification and identifica- 
tion of plants, but flowers have the important functional roles of 
gamete production, gamete transfer and fertilisation. Ultimately 
flowers are converted to fruits containing mature seeds. 

Interest in pollination biology is developing rapidly in Aust- 
ralia and in the Botany School at Melbourne University there is a 
Major research development in this field. Over the Years field natur- 
alists have made some major contributions to our understanding of poll- 
ination biology, indeed it was a field naturalist, Miss E. Coleman, 
who first observed and reported on the wasp pollination of Cryptostylis 
leptochila in which the male wasp attempts to mate with the orchid 
flower and in the process transfers the pollina from one flower to the 
next one visited. : 

Many flowers advertise their presence with bright colours and/or 
strong fragrance. They advertise to indicate that they contain some 
resources which could be of interest to a potential pollinator. 


These resources include nectar, and pollen, but sometimes flowers pro-. 
duce other materials which can be collected. Insects and birds in 
particular are well designed to transfer pollen from one flower to 
ny different sorts of adaptation to advert- 

poe See Sieaoto mune cone: Quite a number Bf orchids are 
deceitful in their advertising in that they put ona great show of 
advertising with bright colours, perfumes or other devices to attract 
attention. Often the orchid flower provides no reward for the visitor. 
You might very well ask the question “Why then does the animal continue 
visiting the flower?" The answer to that question is not simple but 
it is commonly found that when an orchid is in flower there are other 
plants around which have flowers with rewards and these often appear : 
to be similar in colour and form to the orchid flower. Blue sun orchids 
might be mistaken for a chocolate lily or the little blue squill; 
donkey orchids are sometimes very similar in colour and form to the 
plants with “egg and bacon" -type flowers. 

Dr. Calder illustrated his talk with a number of general slides 
showing the internal structure of these fascinating structures. 


There are a number of significant practical aspects which come 
- out of ANA aerceieelel in menatcn to the conservation of orchids. For 


i i Dendrobium speciosum,know in east Gippsland as 
eee Lily Peroduces-a very lage inflorescence with up to 100 
flowers yet there are mavens than 4-5 seed pods which ripen. 

A study of the pollination biology of this species might help to 

answer the question - why do so few flowers actually produce pods? 
There are several possible answers to this question such as the changes 
in the forest habitat which might have reduced the number of natural 
pollinators. One important observation had involved the behaviour 

of the introduced honey bee which visits the flowers of this orchid 
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but whose body is just too large to work the pollination system. 
Dr. Calder concluded by restating the point: that orchid flowers 
are amongst the most beautiful and highly evolved flowers in the 
world and that their evolution centres around their role as SEINE 
of reproduction. 
eb e Mis Calder. 


e CRINIGAN ROAD RESERVE EXCURSION 


= . It was a perfect SEN for our excursion and a record number of 
members were counted. -I think everyone was pleased to be revisiting 
this area on such a perfect day. Crinigan Road Reserve is an area 
about 100 acres adjacent to the Morwell Golf Course, this land is 
leased by the Morwell Shire Council from the State Electricity, Commis- 
Sion and is run by a board of management. Mr and Mrs E. Lubcke are 
our representatives on this committee. Recently the Shire formed the. 
fap park. In an-effort to’ stop the Motor Bike riders from entering 
he park the Australian Paper Mill have supplied the material and man- 
‘power to fence the area. For such a smal] area it has a surprisingly 
long. list of 150 plants recorded which is being added to with every — 
visit. The bird total is 49, but as the Morwell Golf Club has. planted 
hundreds of native ehEubs this should encQunace even more binds INO! 
the. general area. — . 

We hadn't walked. more than 6 steps when we saw the “ssanle feouat 
pea Hardenbergia violacea, common rice flower Pimelia humilis. common 
heat i impressa, trigger plant Stylidium raminitolium, and 
small se sown manna gums Pusat ypEus viminalis OER: in a Fire- 
break, 
. The trees of the park; are mainly narrow-leaf peppermint Fucals es 
nadiata and manna gums E. viminalis, these trees give a ne Pucatypes 
Sheltered area for the smaller plants, especially orchids,to grow.. | 
set Spring was in the air, the lave creeper Comesperma volubile was 
blooming, the flowers a lovely shade of mauve twining” around the shrubs. 
Several gardens of waxlip orchid Glossodia major were. beautiful.’ Plenty 
of Acianthus leaves and several mayflower A. caudatus in bloom: Green- 
hood orchids, the maroonhood Pterostylis. édunculata,. trim P., concinna, 
blunt P. Curta, nodding P. nutans, ta . longifolia, alpine P. Alpine, 
plus several s Spider orchids Caladenia dilatata were all in bloon.. 
Apart from the ‘orchids "spring Flowers were sua starting. to bloom . 
bitter pea Daviesia latifolia, creeping bossiaea B 3 SDRC eR Eres common 
appleberry Billardiera scandens, Austral indigo.” 

., The three Droséras for the | area were seen D. aunvontare in bloom, 
the leaves of D. whittakeri and D. glaberrima complete with ‘insect. 

, The atmosphere of the area. .was so peaceful; the only sounds weré mets 
birds .singing everywhere, -— bat while we were inspecting some part= Ms 
icularly robust Alpine orchids ,we were startled by the appearance. of 
a.,black snake, no doubt, like us enjoying ‘the. first sunny day for: ages! . 


The. Committee are ‘trying to replant, and narrow,several of the excess-° + 


ively wide fire breaks that cross the park, this will, in part make» 
wee OES area spageer and reduce Bee area now more” or Jess. RE uGulentl 


ry 
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that dissects the area into several blocks. Also, ‘yah hoos' have 
recently driven a car right down one of these firebreaks after the 
recent heavy rains and have left wheel indentations 1 foot deep, 
these if not filled in immediately,.will soon become very much deeper 
and badly erode the area. ig 

This reserve is very interesting at all times of the year, but in 
springtime - is a little gem; not far from Morwell township, with 
well defined, easy to walk tracks. Mr Lubcke, our leader was pleased 
to show us the plants of the reserve and also the measures taken by 
the Committee to preserve this most interesting area. 

Iris Peterson. 


BATS IN THE BEDROOM 


Of late years, so far as I have noticed, bats are more rarely 
seen in the Latrobe Valley than in the past, but it may simply be 
that I am less often outside in the early evening. 

Still, however, bats come into the house occasionally in spite 
of my flywired doors and windows, but usually they come in singly and 
usually fly out soon after I switch off the inside lights and switch 
con the outdoor ones. I was interested recently to see a bat in the 
house - in the same room = on three nights in succession - but on the 
' third evening there were three bats and it was wonderful to see their 
smooth and beautiful flight, circling round and round the room, never 
colliding or even nearly colliding with each other or with anything 
else in the room. After the usual strategy with lights, all flew out 
through the open door. aoe . Sia 

T like to actually see them leave, ever since, some years ago, . 
one disappeared and I thought it must have -gone out as it was in a- 
passage with few hiding places, all of which I thought I had examined. 

The story had a sad ending; some time: later when dusting the top 
of a high cupboard I lifted down a jug, sometimes. used for flower — 
arrangements. In the bottom was a shrivelled little dead bat, which 
having flown in could not spread its wings to fly out, or climb the 
smooth surface. I look carefully. in jugs and vases now! : 


big Jean Galbraith. 
WET SPRING « 


1d have’ caused the profusion of wildflowers 
and many species continuing to flower for a much longer season ‘than 
usual this year. The Candles were still flowering in January. At present 
middle of January, Austral Ladies: Tresses are in full bloom. We have 
never seen such a display locally. The lovely bright blue Tall Lobelias 
are everywhere and both the Large and Small Tongue Orchids are blooming 
well. The little Elbow Orchids: are flowering in many places; but we 

do not know if this is usual forrthe wet spring} is°8.20 8), 


\fe are seldom in that particular bush at this time of year. 
} ce: , Bon Thompson. 


The very wet spring cou 
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‘ACTRIP TO THE SNOWY RIVER COUNTRY 


It was 4,00p.m. summer-time on a January afternoon when Jane and 
I set out in Jane's car loaded with camping gear and provisions for 
the next four days. 

Leaving the Princes Highway at Bairnsdale and the Omeo Highway 
at Bruthen we headed for Buchan enjoying the beauty of the afternoon, 
the bush and the flourishing pastoral country in the hills and valleys 
of the Buchan area where Sweet Bursaria flowered in profusion along 
the roadside. 

The road being smooth and moderately wide we made good progress 
taking a brief stop to eat our meat pies and share the solitude with 
Grey Fantails and a Grey Shrike-thrush. 

As we travelled towards the foothills the country began to level 
out, and soon we were passing through the pastoral country of Gelan- 
tipy, Wulgulmerang and Black Mountain after which the road wound 
through very rugged ranges with spectacular distant views and beauti- 
ful drooping Tingaringi gums (Eucalyptus glaucescens) finally descend-~ 
ing to the Suggan Buggan Valley. 

We made our camp near the river and until it was quite dark were 
almost deafened by large numbers of Cicadas. Next morning they start- 
ed again, the valley rang with their loud shrilling. We were struck 
by the extreme dryness of the area in contrast to the lush season 
being enjoyed elsewhere. There seemed to be myriads of insects be- 
sides the Cicadas, and a colony of Sawfly lanvae made slow intermitt- 
ent progress along the ground. ees 

One of the most striking features of this area are the forests 
of native Cypress-pine an interesting contrast to the eucalypts we 
are accustomed to seeing. There were two distinct kinds later ident- 
ified as Callitris columellaris White Cypress-pine’and) Callitris 
endlicheri Black Cypress-pine. : “BR 

n the 1830's the O'Rourke family settled in this remote valley 
after making their way through the rugged mountain country by pack- 

- horse and built a school for their children from Cypress-pine logs. 
This is all that remains of the settlement and is in good condition, © 
which testifies to the lasting quality of the timber. Close by our 
‘tent was a Manna gum (Eucalyptus viminalis) and we found some small 

_ “opumbs" of manna and helped ourselves to some bush confectionery 

. before the ants claimed it all! We noticed a pair of tree-creepers 
_ feeding, also a diamond bird and we surprised a flight of mountain 
ducks near the bridge. : 

Travelling on next day over the Monaro Gap we passed through 
more Cypress-pine forests and presently came alongside a beautiful 
sweep of the Snowy River rounding a curve of its valley in a bed of 
white sand and rocky outcrops; a beautiful place where we spent some- 
time exploring and wading in the warm current before driving on be- 
yond the state border to Jacob's River. 

On our way back near “Jacob's Ladder", a steep descent followed 
by travellers in pioneering and goldrush days, Jane found a pair of 
“water dragons”, Gippsland's unique amphibian reptile resting on a 
rock by the river, 
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Back to Suggan for the night. 
and set out for McKillop's Bridge. 
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After breakfast we packed. up 


Pausing by a dam near Wulgulmer- ..- 


ing to watch the water-fowl we identified Black Duck, Australian: 
Coot, Crested Grebe, Hoary-headed Grebe, White-faced Heron , 
Our next stop was at Little River Falls for lunch among the wild- 
flowers scattered among the grass under rather stunted eucalypts — 
(Ironbark), Bluebells, Diggers Speedwell, Mountain Daisy, Cotton 
flower, Blue -grass Lily, Nodding-blue Lily, Beard-heath, a grey ever- 


lasting bush in flower were noted. 
flowering in many locations... .- 


Also Vanilla lilies which were . 


A short distance on we turned off and visited the spectacular 


Little River Gorge. 
metres to the river below, 


From our: observation point one looks down 305 | 
Near the access track were some Kurrajong 


trees, sun-orchids and a handsome rock hizard. ~ 
Back on the road we were soon negotiating the steep and narrow 


'Turnback" winding down to the bank 


of the Snowy and McKillop's Bridge, 


an impressive steel and concrete structure spanning the river high 
above the stream, built to replace two former bridges carried away by 


floods. 


While choosing a campsite we were lucky enough to see a pair of 


Rainbow birds, a first for me, 
the bank of .the Deddick River which 
bridge. bey Ringe 


We later found :them to be nesting in 


joins the Snowy upstream from the 


The camping ground over-looks the Deddick and is shaded by Yellow 


Box, Cypress-pine, Black Wattle and 


an occasional Kurrajong in flower. 


The Deddick flows swiftly through a sand and rock~-strewn bed. 
Dense groves of Leptospermum were in flower along the flood-bed pro- 


viding a habitat for numerous small 
eater, Monarch Flycatcher, Crescent 

The weather was warm and sunny 
ing and enjoying the beauty of this 
as they set off downstream. 

Some Brush Possums visited the 
for stray food scraps or a handout. 
to fall and continued as we ate our 
road. 

We took the road 
through forest, heath 
toral country and the 
Rosellas crossed in front o 

We finally reac 
very rough surface, 
A new and attractive feature 


following the 


winding its way 


yellow-golden with dark green foliage. 


birds including Yellow-faced Honey- 
Honey-eater, and Eastern Spinebill. 
and we spent the next day explor-~ 
place and watching some canoeists 


camp during the second night hoping 
-On the same night light rain began 
breakfast and packed ready for the 


bends of the Deddick and passed 


and light scrub, a few isolated homesteads, pas- 


little township of Tubbut. 
f us, also Choughs, another first for me! 


hed the Bonang Highway, which we discovered had a 


Flights of Crimson 


through various types of country 


being the Kanooka trees in flower - 


We were most interested to 


pass by a patch of dense inpenetrable rain forest - tall trees covered 


with vines unlike anything we had seen. 
The rain steadily persisting we finally reached Orbost, and stopp- 


ed by the river for a quick lunch, then back to the Princes Highway 


heading west. n 
leaving McKillop's Bridge. 


Our wonderful trip coming to an end eight hours after 


Nora Purbrick. 
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Copiés offi, CLifE Beauplenolé! s book! "The District: pairg Connery on 
of Vascular Plants im South Gippsland" may be obtained: from Mr. Eric’ 
lubcke, 122a,:Helen:'Street, .Morwell 3840 until March 1985: ~ Cost $7. ‘00. 
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“urray] ; ane wat. forward, submission, Received Latrobe Regional 193 ae 


mission, interiin. report... - brown, coal . resource boundaries ,° 3. 3:5) set 
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fOr Rete egiy! iT Fehr 


Supper. roster: iMps ee SRNR dese nee ier Austin, 
"elcome! ‘Back to. Lorna after’ ‘Her: travels overseas. — 


catered 


Apol egy. “from. ‘acting. editor. - for othe messy bottom to page ee should: 
read; -. Water from Yorkies-Gully runs: into: adjoining paddocks. and’ runs 
off.into. Glengarry. and then. finally: finishes up at Eel eh atl. Ghesha as 
normal drainage. 


Obituary: -iWe | regret the passing away co fe an esteemed member. Mr ‘Alan . 
Mor?tis6n after a long illness, and wish to" ‘convey our sincere ae 
to Win and her family. — Pe** 
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THE GRAMPIANS: 


re Address by Mrs. Jane Calder.” 


Mrs Calder presented a most interesting talk’on the Grampians. :. 
which, she commented, ran a very close second to Wilson's Promontory... 
as her favourite location in Victoria, and supplemented her talk with 
the projection of some fine photographic slides of some of the many 
features of this area. In recent years she has been involved, person- 
ally, in working on a book which focused attention on the reasons why 
the Grampians should be a National Park, a status which it has now 
gained as from 1.7.1984. 

The Grampians are notable for the large number (18-22) of plant 
species endemic to this location. Several plants to be found there 
are’ found only in other isolated and quite distant areas, often in 
Western Australia. Included are strange primitive, plants such as 
the Fork ferns but also a whole range of plants in a wide range of 
habitats, the large dry woodland areas being notable as the home of 
many of the endemic species. Plants of note included Golden ‘heath 
Styphelia adscendens in which every. petal was heavily fringed, Major 
Witchell wattle Acacia mitchellii, the Grampians boronia’ Boronia. 
latipinna, desert banksia Banksia ornata and showy bauera Bauera .. 
ssectiifiora,. In the: wetter areas are to be found fairies aprons § ~ 
Utricularia dichotoma ‘and fringe-lily Thysanotus tuberosus. o¢ 

*— Animal population of the Grampians was not so-unique but the __ 
rock wallaby,has been’ confirmed as being found there. The smoky 
mouse has the Grampians as one of its strongholds, Most of the rest 
of the animals are of reasonably predictable:-types and’not as unique 
ag the plants. Some 20 pairs of Peregrine Falcons nest'in the Gramp- 
jians, normally about 6’ kilometres apart, with pigeons. their favourite 


Pigejosl) ; Ped op Vata Reta A hice MME, Te 
“The spectacular scenery of the Grampians derives from. the: manner 
of their formation, being largely sedimentary deposits laid down in 
valleys by slow-moving rivers over a period of some 50 million years 
and subsequently uplifted to form steep escarpments on thé eastern 
side and sloping away to the west. Differential erosion of the softer 
mud~stones. etc.,. then produced some of the remarkable features that. 
eT Same adntei ons volcanic action led to molten Magma being 
pushed upwards through the sedimentary layers, notably between the 
Victoria and Serra Ranges but also in isolated faults”in the sandstone 
such as at Mt. Rosea, leading to the feature known as the Giant's.” 
Staircase and also giving rise. to other features such as the McKenzie 


’ Fails... ;- 
/  :Many.. 


Lid 


‘examples of Aboriginal art exist in the area but the interp- 
ficance is a slow process and much has yet to 


. 1 : a t. : z } -: 5 
ber sonhed aoe ated the circumstances of the first white settle-~ 


ms Calder rel : 

aXfg Fae aoe ace ISIS) This came about when Charles and Thomasina 
Carter, wending their way southward by bullock cart toward the coast, 
became bogged along with all of their possessions. This led Mrs. 


| 


' spathulata. rosy sundew, .Goodia lotifolia golden ‘tips: Kennedia rostrata 
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Carter decreeing that they woud ‘gO NO further! | This was at Brim 
Springs and became the location of the first house in, the Grampians 
ar epoten the Cautens oat move. further south a few years later. 


a Gt 


Arthur BWEIT Ssh 


rete 
yeas 


wrt: 


~ BOODYARN. FOREST EXCURSION 


“Led rie, that: Trice naapeth of field natuval iste” Bon: ine Ollie a 


' party of about 50. ‘enthusiastic..persons set out.to Pack down the some- 
«times elusive wildflower known as the "native onchid’.. 


After assembling at<Gormandale Hall on a glorious spring morning, 


“we drove to Boodyarn and: then to Won Wron State.Forést.- an area quite 


unknown to some of us. | Several times’ we. abandoned: ‘our ‘conveyances and 
.ambled and scrambled along. tracks. dodging: through> Low ‘scrub; many 
times exclamation of delight were. heard amongst iS ° as discoveries: were 
ERS by the eagle-eyed - enthusiasts. ~ : 5, ise 
: ‘Many and varied were. the specimens” Sighted some of wie wer 
Ontenenss dilatata:. green comb, C:. ‘patérsonii. ‘common spider," C.... 
angustata musky,.~Csiridescens. bronze; C.carnea’ pink: fingers" ACS ape 
white Caladenia,, - Calkéana. uck. orchid. Flowers iseen were: ‘Drosera 


punting postman, Staékhousia monogyna candles," Chamaescilla: corynbosa 
blue> ‘star ALTy, » Bee aoe JF pice. : BRIS. Burchandia umbe} Later mitke- 


E deernaes 


Wi nite: Woman! S: (eniole Regervé- : mencadl in the Won. Wron' ‘State 
Forest - was: ‘our. lunch spot. This. mesente situated 5 kilometres” from: 
Won Wron ats ‘the junction of Napier and Lowes:: Roads, is “ina natual;, 
bush.setting: and has clearly marked, walking: ‘tracks,.oA slumber « oF" ‘con~ © 
flicting stories ‘exist concerning the: area. ~The. iigst; favoured | seems. 
to: be Of a white woman who..was ‘the only survivor of a: shipwreck;”’ Shen 
wandered inland’ and .joined. an Aboriginal tripe that used the waterhole.. 
A passing . stockman. found a. ;message she had carved on aitree.....SHe” was. 


eventually . rescued, .and:' ‘péturned | ‘to England;. -whatever the truth of 


this : SEODY - We ous te a very peeeernt pleasant place. Hoe our. mids, 


eed Ae was: indeed a: aaiGesitds He shave: aeehe Mrs Jane caalter: this ae 
lovely: day, -and- our thanks to Bon, Ollie. and. Iris for ence Gaur 
in TCE the excursion #50 revarding. eh 


Jessie. ‘Burns, Beryl Mat thegere 


Shee ee ee 


BIRD- BANDING Js pe 


wat iodo “yi: aa (Agana : 
At Tidal. RMSE on’! Toth SNOVERDER metibenes peounis the* partial Pémains 
including a. leg ‘with a band on it, of a bird. thought: to’ be a tern. We 
posted ‘the band to .the‘C.S.I.R.0., A.C.T. and: received a prompt reply 
stating the. bird ‘was a Crésted Tern banded on 3rd December 1983 as an 
adult bird at Stonywell” Island, The Coorong, South Australia. 

Tidal River. dis. uO kilometres B, S.E. of The Coorong. 


Bon Thompson. 


see f B : 


day break... |. ee 


Sate 
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As we congréegatédéat’ ollr meeting place at Gormandale, it looked 
as though we were in*for’a near’ calm day with overcast skies and not 


sides en route. ~~ oat jae . eee fe Be, 
We arrived. at. our destination, under the shadow of the infamous 


ans cut across country through private property, keeping aetcllocesacee = 
possible to 


taking a;direct route across the paddocks. This, sroved extremely 


dle which was ur 1. As w 
and, when we had almost reached the edge, of the now..apparently deserted 


puddle, what should take flight: for ‘a short distance but a beautiful 6:0! 
pair of Red-capped Dotterals. ‘There were, in all two pairs, plus an 
extra mate who was shortly afterwards invited to find new territory. 
The males were looking magnificently handsome in their full breeding 


plumage. 
Another in 

dozens of Haary 

action of flying’ low ove 


teresting sighting on the main lake were dozens and 
-headed Grebes some of which took the rarely seen 

r the surface of the water for short distances 
apparantly to catch up with their mates. 1 for one had never before : 
seen these birds in flight. Other birds sighted were Horsfield Bronze- 
cuckoo, Black Duck, Little Grebe, Musk Duck. — 

“We returned to the, cars’ to find the other group nowhere in sight 
but they eventually wandered back with some exciting news - no not 
Crange-bellied Parrots but Pied ‘Stilts®.. They had also seen Chestnut 
Teal, Grey Teal, Pallid Cuckoo, Grey Fantails, White-browed Serub-.. 
ween, Willie Wagtails, as well as two Copperhead snakes! They algo _ 
brought back a specimen of a Pimelea which was first thought to be 
P.linifolia but was later identified as P.glauca (Smooth Rice-flower) 
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It was during afternoon tea that we sighted the only species of 
"parrot" seen in the area for the day - namely half a dozen Sulphur~ 
ereated White Cockatoos feeding in the lush green pasture a mile or 
so away. We also watched a Wedge-tailed Eagle with the usual accom- 
paniment of Magpies and Ravens, as well as a pair of Brown Falcons 
circling overhead, and a hovering Nankeen Kestrel. An unidentified 
Quail was seen near the cars on two occasions. Apart from the obvious 
lack of Orange-bellied Parrots, the other visiting birds were the 
Blue-winged Parrots which had been there in dozens on an earlier trip. 

With the cold wind getting up, we headed homewards via Stradbroke 
and the lovely Gifford Rifle Range Reserve, with a detour to the Holey 
Plains State Park to check on the rare ground-hugging form of pink. 
Zieria veronicea. Sure enough, they were there and thriving along with 
pink Beard-heath .Lucopogon ericoides , Common Beard-heath Lucopogon 
virgatus, Dampiera strictus, Boronia anemonifolia and Silver Banksia 
Banksia marginata all in full flower. There were also lovely colour- 
ful bushes of honey perfumed Spiked Wattle Acacia oxycedrus as well 
as some pretty trees of Shining Peppermint “Eucalyptus nitida with 
unusually small leaves and the ever present Saw Banksia, Banksia Serr- 
sheele 
. Some of the wattles growing along the roadsides were Hedge wattle 
Acacia amata, Spreading wattle A.genistifolia, Varnish wattle A. yern- 
iciflua, Hop wattle A.strictus, and Prickly Moses A.ulicifolia as well 
as the Spiked wattle already mentioned. : 

A most enjoyable day was held by all and our thanks go. to Mr Eric 


Lubcke for being a capable leader once again. 
Jane Purbrick. 


THE SCRUB TICK. 


This paper was published in the "Clematis", the journal of the. 
Bairnsdale Field Naturalists Club, in December 1982, by the Clothier 
family, whose son picked up a tick in the bush. Not much is generally 
known about the effect of tick bites, everyone seems to have a diff- 
erent theory, so I am pleased to have permission to pass along the. 
results of these members research. of ne x 

The common bush or scrub tick Ixodes holocyclus is prevalent in 
humid serubby coastal areas along the entire eastern coast of Aust- 
ralia, from Northern Queensland to Wilson's Promontory. Ticks feed on 
blood: they puncture the skin with a tublar stylis and then suck up 
the fluid.. At the same time a toxic saliva is injected to assist in 
digesting the blood and to prevent clotting. As a rule the bite is 
not felt and the presence of the parasite may not be noticed for sev- 
eral days. : iar os 

A female tick lays eggs on the ground close to an animal trail. 
In due time, tiny six-legged larvae hatch and climb on to nearby © 
plants to wait. They are able to survive for some weeks without food, 
but aren't fussy as to whom or what they dine on. The first to wander 
past will provide a meal be it bird, mouse, kangaroo, dingo, family 
pup or human being, young or old, they all have warm blood. Newly 
hatched ticks are so tiny they can be seen only as a minute spot in 
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“the ‘centre of an, itching lump. ~ These: are: irritating | but not danger~ 
ous. 

After Reyne its. meal: the “tick Gewese ava LGEne ground where it 
_moults.: Later emerging as an eight- Legged nymph it soon scrambles on 
_to.a-bladeof grass or twig of a bush; to: catch another meal. it is now 
“less than half a centimeter in diameter, Light brownish in colour, 
“flat bodied‘with no distinct separation of. head. andbody , but with pro- 
minent barbed sucking tube centre forehead ' ‘with four tiny legs either 
gides After feeding for a few days ands: growing into, a minute. blood 
‘ blister it onee more drops to the ground to moult. ee may’ feed and 
moult once more before emerging as.a full adult. 

_ Adult female ticks inject the most toxin and have. caused’ the death 
OG several people. An adult will grow from the- sizeyof ‘a flat match- 
“head to about the -size of a pea. -A female will mate . while on her host 
oP. after returning to ‘the ground... She lays many hundreds of‘eggs in 
“the, hope that a few will reach maturity and then she herself dies. 
After a day spent in tick country a body check of all family members and 
OSets is advisable. Ticks usually lodge in warm soft areas of the body 
where. there is hair. ~ 

a ihn young children and animals the first sign of Ronee ‘is. ‘an- 
steadiness in walking, muscular weakness. and sweating In older: child- 
yen and adults the first complaint. may be difficulty in, meading or stiff 
ness in the limbs, If the tick can be found ‘and removed, before en~ 
““corgement has proceeded to any considerable extent, ‘Paralysis. may be 
Te and soon disappear. ' 

Once detected, metho, : ‘Kerosene or Saqmilewe fluid feral be applied 
to “Wild the tick’ and make it loosen its grip. If the live body is 
pulled away the head and poison glands may be left embedded in the 
flesh and more venom may be injected. The best way to remove the tick 
is to take a pair of sharp pointed scissors or tweezers and, separat~ 
ing the points about 3 mm, press them flatly on the skin, one each 
side of the attached sucking tube of the tick. Then slide the prongs 
gently forward so as to bring the points under the “shoulder” of the 
parasite. A jerk upwards and away from the operator will invariably 
remove the tick intact. The area should them be swabbed with strong 
antiseptic. If pain becomes intense, headache, dizziness or vomiting 
occur, seek medical attention. 

The Commonwealth Serum Laboratories prepare tick antitoxin, 
which is available from hospitals and veterinary surgeons. 


Ellen Lyndon. 


WILSON'8 PROMONTORY 


Walking along the Norman Bay Beach, we found a large lump of 
Latex in which were enbedded 2 gloves, as if the Latex had set off 
to quickly, causing the owner to remove his hands, leaving the gloves 


behind. 
Does anyone know what the Latex could be used for,to be washed 


the beach?? 
Epo &. Peg Wall. 


FO ene 
on 
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i _ REPORT! OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 21st NOVEMBER 1984 pests co : 


Corres. recd.’ eCity | Of, fraralgon - ‘re Citizens’ ‘award, , Cc. C. V.minutes. 
Government in “Focus. > Record’ of Gévernment., .S.G.A.P., North East. © 
Naturalist. , Victorian Naturalist.;: Northern Territory Naturalist. 
ANC). PatOre= Heiping Democrats in Senate Environs Area - membership. 
Card from Mrs’W. Morrison. ‘Letter’ has*been received fré6m the Ministry * 
of Conservation giving guidelines” as’ how to apply for a government. co 
grant. . ergi3 
Corres out.; Mr.° Schinkel | ‘re mpareteon Golf Course., 
Finance; ~" Bank Balance $167.80. eg Sie 
Cons. Co- ~ord. ,Submission to S.E.C., Hazelwood/Cranbourne Transmission ot 
Line S.E.C. Supply:demand to mid 1990's., L.C.C. Upper Murray Study 
re uncommitted’ land submission forwarded. Census of plants in area 
near Gormandale.List sent to Sister Phillips. No further action 
warranted. B es 
Special business meeting was. held at 14, Barry Street, Morwell to 
discuss programmes, naturalist, membership Fees,” Australian Post 
peeupat ions and incomporatton, 


Anniversary display: - WOULD MEMBERS WHO CAN SUPPLY SLIDES OF THE VERY 
EARLY EXCURSIONS SEND THEM IN TO ,THE.SECRETARY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

SO THAT THE DISPLAY CAN BE ORGANISED. (Please put your name and address 
on the’ back) 

Future copy to be sent to Mrs: Lorna. ‘Long, 99, Chamberlain. Street, 
Newboronep. Thanking you all for. Your, cooperation = , Acting Editor, 


ie tip 
of TE I ety 


LIABILITY:- EVERY PERSON PARTICIPATING DOES SO=AS A VOLUNTEER IN ALL 

5 RESPECTS AND AS SUCH ACCEPTS RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY INJURY TO HER/ 

~ HIMSELF, HOWEVER INCURRED, AND THE LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST: 

, CLUB, ITS OFFICE BEARERS, ORGANISERS AND LEADERS ARE ABSOLVED FROM 
ANY LIABILITY IN RESPECT OF ANY INJURY OR DAMAGE SUFFERED WHILST 

+ ENGAGED IN ANY CLUB ACTIVITY. 


OV) Ben £1 For Sol ms odd 


Sree iesael do 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.N.C. 
TRARALGON F.N.C. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


HON. SECRETARY. 


Mrs I.Peterson 


18% Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840 
"phone. 342129 


Mr Maclean 
P.O.BOx 302 
SALE 3850 
‘phone 458238 


D.H.Fitzgerald » 
R.M.B.1360 ; 
Jumbuk via Yinnar 


Mr J.Brooks 


2) ilelocal Gisqeese om = 


WARRAGUL 3820 


‘phone ..231563. 


Mrs E.MeCoy _ 
24 Goold Street 
BAIRNSDALE 3875 


Due March Ist, Payable to Hon Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 


FAMILY $10.00 


MEETINGS. 


7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 
Regional Education 


.Caatre, Kirk St WOE. 


8.00pm on ist. Friday 
each month, Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond Street 


- SALE. 
.8.00pm on ist Friday 


each month, at L.V. 


~ Education Building 


Kosciusko St.School 
TRARALGON. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month at 


166 Sutton Street 
WARRAGUL. ; 


8.00pm on 3rd: Friday 


each month. C.W.A.Hall 
BATRNSDALE. 


Mrs A.Stewart 
P.O0.BOx 169 
Newborough 3825 


SINGLE MEMBERS $8.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Vatural History are invited from 
EMBERS OF ALL CLUBS. and should be addressed to Hon. Editor. 
oe 


Mrs L.Padfield 
99 Chamberlain Rd. 
NEWBOROUGH 3825. 
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